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PREFACi!. 



The foUowiDg cliapters were originally composed 
for the Christian MisceUany^ and appeared in sne- 
oessive numbers of that valuable periodicaL 

From a variety of sources, inclusive of his fathers 
and brethren in the ministry, as well as other friends ^ 
the writer received notes of approbation, assuring 
him that " Neglected Things" were not only 
read with pleasure^ but with profit ako. 

It is moreover just to state that the kind requests 
ci friends, with a desire to de good^ and not a love 
of authorship, gave birth to the volume you now 
hold in your biand. 

"We insert the following :— 
**Dear Mr. Shelton," 

'^ I am glad that you are going to publish in a sepa- 
rate form, your papers on ^^ Neglected Things.^* To 
peruse those papers, and carry them through the press 
in the Christian Miscellany, was to myself a most 
agreeable occupation, because every one of them was 
likely to be useful. For this alone we wish to preach 
and write. May God bestow his blessing on your 
labour." 

" I am, most truly yours," 

"W. H. RULE, D.D/' 



PREFACE. 

It is thought to be a very appropriate preseDta- 
tion volume for parents and others, especially in those , 
cases where there is evidence of spiritual declension. 
It will convey a word of warning in a manner that 
will be unlikely to defeat its own object. 

Reviewers and critics — ^Be kind enough to observe 
that we are not regardless either of your smile or 
frown, your gracious approval or your withering anath- 
ema. "We crave your attention to the fact that we 
write for usefulness. 

Christians — We court your candid perusal, and 

that in the spirit of our kind and christian editor's 

prayer: — "May God bestow his blessing on your 

labour." 

The Author. 

Madeley, 

June lOM, 1856. 
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" I have a few things against thee."— Rey. ii. 14. 

"Were you not cautioned to take your life- 
belts out with you ?" 

"Yes; but as it did not blow so very hard 
when we started, we thought we could do 
without them." 

The above question was put by a juryman 
at a coroner's inquest, which was beld over the 
bodies of three poor fishermen that had been'- 
recovered from a watery grave. The answer 
was supplied by « witness, who^as a survivor, 

A life-boat had left the shore atL , about 

noon, one day last autumn, manned by a crew 
of eleven, all buoyant with the hope that their 
craft, by this trial-trip, would prove its supe- 
riority, and would in future enable them to save 
the lives of any unfortunate marinerf^ ^V^ 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

might require their aid. Little did they dream 
that what was to be the means of saving others, 
would so soon be the instrument of their own 
destruction. Affcer having been out rather more 
than an hour, and when dashing through the 
breakers at a distance of three miles from the 
shore, the boat leaned over, owing to the 
quantity of sail she carried, and was upset. 
Three out of the eleven were all who reached 
their homes again alive. Eight perished, leaving 
as many widows, and twenty-six fatherless 
children. Those bereaved ones we visited in 
their affliction, and the scenes we met with 
were beyond description : and many a time did 
we wish that the poor fellows had not neglected 
to take their life-belts; but for that case of 
neglect, all might have been saved. 

But it is not to dwell on this incident that 
mention is here made of it : we desire the more 
strongly to direct the attention of the reader to 
a general subject, by describing an individual 
case bearing thereon. 

How many of the ills of life are attributable to 
the same caMBe,— neglect / The world abounds 
6 



INTRODUCTORY. 

with neglects and neglectors. With all ova 
enteiprifie and iadustiy; our forethought and 
perseverance, we see around us many, very 
many, evils that might have been avoidedi 
were mankind more attentive to their duty, and 
used in all things a proper degree of precaution. 
How many of those sad calamities which occur 
by sea and by land, in every vocation, and in 
every comer of our country, which darken our 
dwelling-places, which in some instances shock 
the feelings of a whole community, would be 
averted, were we less neglectful ! A chapter on 
the number and consequences of the plain pal* 
pable neglects which are observable in society 
from time to time, would be a very painful, 
and an equally instructive one. 

Be it ours for a moment to look into the 
church of God, and leave the outer world to 
others. Here we see the same thing in oper- 
ation, while the results are infinitely more 
alarming. 

There is at this moment, as if by universal 
consent, a fearftd feeling of deadness pervading 
the church, by which her energies are crippled, 
B2 1 



INTRODUCTORY. 

her usefdiness curtailed, and her glory dim- 
med. Is there not a cause ^ Is not that cause 
neglect? He who ever "walketh in the midst 
of the seven candlesticks," whose " eyes are as 
a flame of fire," and " out of whose mouth 
goeth a sharp two-edged sword," hath " a few 
things against us." "We would not ignore the 
energies and activities of the present day, as 
displayed in our gloriouB Missionary institu* 
tions, both for the home and foreign population, 
which are not to be equalled by those of any 
former period. These, all these, we rejoice 
over ; but there is, notwithstanding, a failure 
somewhere. Our Protestant churches are not 
so united, so vigorous, and so prosperoxis as they 
ought to be. All see it, many deplore it, and 
multitudes weep and pray over it, and hope for 
better days. Again we ask, is there not a 
cause ? And is not that cause a gross and sinful 
neglect of many plain and imperative duties ? 
We think so, and proceed to set it forth, 
praying that its removal may speedily be ac- 
complished, and our Zion arise and shine ! 
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" As dew, and rain, and light, and air. 

From HeaTen the Bible came, 
The waste of nature to repair, 

Kindle a sacred flame ; — 
A flame to purify the earth, 

Exalt her sons on high, 
And train them for their second birth — 

A birth beyond the sky." 

" Precious treasure." It is God's gift to a lost 
race ; man's guide from this world to a better. 
It is the book of books. It has been said " that 
the Bible is as much greater than all other 
books, as its Author is greater than all other 
authors." If this be so, how immeasurably 
superior must it be to all other books whatso- 
ever! They may be pleasing in their style, 
profitable, instructive, and thrilling in their 

* "Bible" comes from a Greek word signifying the 
kind of bark of which books were long ago made. Book 
is originally the same as beech ; as formerly, in Denmark 
and other northern countries, books were formed oi^lc^iaiL 
slices of the beech tree rudely tied\og«\Xx!et. 
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THE BIBLE. 

contents; may have engaged the attention of 
the mightiest intellects, and that not for days 
or weeks, but for years j may have been trans- 
lated into all the living languages, and may be 
read by millions of people with avidity; but 
the Bible will always be amongst other books 
what the lion is amongst the beasts of the 
forest,--their King ; or what the sun is amongst 
the heavenly bodies,— the brightest of the 
whole ; and when it rises, all the others must 
disappear. Calvin says, "Bead Demosthenes 
or Cicero, read Plato or Aristotle, or any other 
of that class, you will, I grant, feel wonderfully 
allured, pleased, moved, enchanted; but turn 
from them to the reading of the sacred volume, 
and, whether you will or not, it will so affect 
you, so pierce your heart, so win its way into 
your very marrow, that, compared with the 
effect so^produced, the sensation created by the 
perusal of poets and orators will almost dis- 
appear." God is its Author : in it " we thuik 
we have eternal life," and it testifies of Christ. 
Its Divine Authorship, its precious contents, 
and its glorious effects, all speak to its incal- 
10 



THE BIBLE. 

onlable worthy and reiterate the BiTine i&jtmc- 
tion, " Search the Scriptures." 

The Bible should be read not only in all the 
pulpits of our land, but in eyery Christian house, 
and in^every Christian's closet. It should be 
read diligently, systematically, and prayerftOly ; 
should be read in order to direct our erring 
footsteps, and guide us into the way of truth ; 
so read, as that we are by it ''made wise unto 
salvation ;'' and so read as that we are led to 
the cordial belief of aU its glorious truths, the 
rich enjoyment of all its predons promises, and 
earefiil obedience to all its important precepts. 
Is it BO read? Many read it in the ^onily and 
in the doset ; but ia it with painstaking, per- 
serering purpose to understand it and practioe 
it ? We are now in the habit of reading short 
things, and pretty things, and witty things; 
and the Bible, in too many instances, is read as 
carelessly as the ephemeral productions which 
float like gossamer around us on a summer's 
evB, and as soon to be forgotten. Many read 
it without anything like system, opening up 
any portion which may present itself, and thu& 
B4 V^^ 



THE BIBLE. 

neglect a great deal of God's revealed will. 
Can we understand any branch of science with- 
out application and without plan? "We fhinlr 
not. Not can the sublime subjects contained 
in Gk)d*s most holy word be comprehended by 
Mvolous readers. Such are " ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." They do not go to God's word hungry, 
to be fed; ignorant, to be made wise unto 
salvation ; but, conscious of an obligation, to 
discharge it as easily as possible. Many go to 
the Bible for its history, or its poetry, or its 
imagery, or its eloquence ; instead of going, as 
lost siimers, to be instructed in the way of life, 
and to be refreshed by its pure and lucid streams 
of water of life. If the Bible be read undevo- 
tionally and mechanically, we shall fail to 
understand it. Let a man of uncultivated taste 
be introduced into a room hung with the most 
rich and rare pictures, the first impression will 
be one of pleasure and surprise ; but hurrying 
from one to another, he soon performs the 
circuit of the room, and turns away, feeling 
•atisfied, but having gained little. Now, 
12 



THE BIBLE. 

introduce an artist, whose perceptions have 
been sharpened by experience and practice ; he 
fixes his keen eye upon some masterpiece, and 
there he hangs with wonder or admiration, and 
lost to all that is passing around him. The 
Scriptures are a beautiful picture-gallery, con- 
taining the most striking pictures of earth and 
heaven, of time and eternity, of grace and glory; 
but without spiritual eyesight, we shall not 
perceive their beauties, nor reap the pleasures 
they are intended to confer, and that gift is to 
be obtained by prayer. "Then opened He 
their understanding, to understand the Scrip- 
tures." Our fear is this, that while in no age 
of the world have there been greater facilities for 
reading and understanding, as well as possess- 
ing the word of God, in no age have there been 
greater temptations, and greater danger of 
neglecting its diligent and prayerful perusal. 
In vain do we print Bibles, and circulate them 
far and wide : except " we search the oracles 
Divine, till every heartfelt word is ours," our 
piety will be dwarfish and imstable ; we shall 
be disqualified to meet the enemies in tha sB^Jy^- 
B6 ^"^ 
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THE BIBLE. 

me, Misse, to come across de hills ; and now 
me come, me beg Misse teach me.'' Mrs. J., 
still thinldng her too old to leam, endeayonred 
to turn her from her purpose. The aged sup- 
pliant replied, ** Yes, Misse, me know me be 
very old, and (lifting her hand to her head) 
''me head be bery tick; but den me ask de 
Great Massa to teach me, and me know he can." 
Mrs. J. then asked her why she was so anxious 
to be taught; to which the aged ITegress re- 
plied, ''Misse, what make me wish is, dat 
when me be sick, and ab de fever, and me no 
able to come to de prayer-house, Massa Mis- 
sionary ab plenty to do, he no able to come to 
see me ebry day, and den me tink me no able to 
go; and den me can take up de great Word, and 
read de promises, and all about Massa Jesus. 
You know, Misse, it be light to de paff, and 
lanthem to de feet, and it comfort me when 
me die." This last appeal was irresistible, and 
a day was fixed for commencing to instruct this 
anxious inquirer. The poor old slave, having 
been provided with a book, came accordingly 
at the time appointed. Mrs. J. found bss^ 



THE BIBLE. 

ediolar unable to read a single letter; bat by 
perseverance, she was in a short time enabled 
to put letters together^ so aa to be able to spell 
a i^ort word; and when, on one occasion, she 
had deciphered the word Lobd, her demonstra- 
tion of joy waa indescribable, and she said, 
>'Misse, dat be de Great Massa's name ?" Mrs. 
•T. nodding aasent, she let her book fall, and, 
clasping her hands together, and raising them 
towards hearen, exclaimed, "0 me Great 
Massa, me able to spell dy great name;'' and 
tiien attempting to spell it again, as if to be 
quite certain that she could do so, ske repeated 
a second time the letters L o b n ; and, looking 
at her instructress for her approval, asked, 
^' Hisse, dat be right ?'' On acquiescence being 
given, she added, '' Tank de Great Massa for 
teaching me read de great Word ;" at the same 
time prayed mo^ earnestly that God would 
bless Massa Missionary and Misse, and de good 
land (meaning England). The aged scholar 
continued for some time in a strain of joy and 
exultation, the tears roUing down her black 
icheeks, imtil the ground on which she stood 
le 



THE BIBLE. 

was bedewed witli them. She continued to at- 
tend, though at the expense to herself of great 
bodily exhaustion, having to travel alone, and 
each time four or five miles under a scorching 
sun. 

He who had inspired her with a desire to 
read His sacred word, enabled her to overcome 
every obstacle, and to make such progress, that 
before iMrs. J. left the island, she could read 
the "New Testament tolerably well, and it be- 
came her guide and companion. 
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" I have seen Thee in Thy works, sought Thee in Thy 
proyidences, but I haye found Thee in Thy House." 

LoBD Bacok. 
"WiTHOTTT the most remote "wish to disparage 
the high and holy services of the Sabbath of 
the Lord of Hosts, we name the " week-even- 
ing service/' as amongst the most valuable 
means of grace with which we are favoured. 
By way of example, take a case of no infre- 
quent occurrence. You are threading your ovm 
way through the crowded streets of one of our 
great hives of industry, or moving along through 
the fashionable promenades of one of our great 
resorts of fashion where every human being you 
meet seems intent on malring money, or taking 
pleasure, where the din, and clatter, and glare 
of this world everywhere surround, and where 

** The things unbiown to feeble sense, 
Unseen by reason's glimmering ray," 

19 



THE WEEK-EVENINQ SERVICE. 

are, although more solid and enduring, altoge- 
ther shut out from your view. It is evening. 
Hurrying on amidst the display of princely 
shops, and brilliant equipages, amid care-worn 
or gaily equipped pedestrians, or both, and wan- 
dering whither all are going, and what the 
object of their various pursuits, your eye is 
attracted by a building more modest than its 
neighbours, and whose half-opened doors seem 
to pour forth a silent entreaty to the pious and 
the prayerful, as well as the gay and thought- 
less, to enter and worship. 

On entering, having taken your seat, and 
sought that "preparation of the heart," which, 
as well as the answer of the tongue, is from the 
Lord, "your eye is directed to the pulpit, in 
which is the servant of the Lord Most High, 
who has come fresh from " the secret place," 
with holy unction, to lead the devotions of 
the faithful, and to deliver the message of his 
Master. On looking round upon the congrega- 
tion, it is foimd to consist chiefly of the mem- 
bers of the church. Here is a pious patriarch, 
20 



THE WEEK-EVENING SERVICE. 

whose countenance beaming with benevolenoe, 
and whose eye glistening with delight from 
beneath a fleece of whitened locks, bespeak him 
a happy Christian. "Whoever maybe absent from 
the sanctuary, he is there ; always there : at 
least absence is the rare exception; while to 
be present, with him, is the constant and 
(except in some extraordinary circumstances) 
unvarying rule. In a contiguous pew is a pious 
lady who is just returned from some walk of 
mercy, (either to visit a sick member of the 
church, or collect for some benevolent "scheme" 
of the church,) and of whom you often hear it 
said, " She is sure to be there." Of such is 
that portion of the congregation composed 
which occupies the more comfortable pew, 
while the homy-handed artisan from the spin- 
dle or the forge, in plain attire, yet still one of 
Heaven's royal family, together with the 
meanly clad but pious woman, who is always 
to be found in the company of Christ, and in 
the congregation of the saints, when others have 
despised Him, occupy the free sittings appro- 
priated to the poor. Hark ! the man of God 



THE WEEK-EVENING SERVICE. 

annoiinces the hymn, oad rehearses the first 
lines, — 

'* Lord, how deliffhtful 'tis to see 
A whole assembly worship Thee !'* 

Praise commences, and at once you feel, with 
Peter on the Mount, when his transfigured 
Master, attended by Moses and Elias, stood 
forth in the unutterable glory of the Divine 
nature, and exclaimed, " Lord, it is good for us 
to be here ;" and as the service proceeds, this 
feeling deepens. The prayer is simple, but 
devout and earnest, while petition after peti- 
tion climbs the ladder Jacob saw. Like the 
Patriarch, you exclaim, " How dreadful is this 
place ! this is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.'' The text is 
announced: the subject of discourse is plain 
and simple. Lx its treatment there is not the 
same elaboration as in a Sunday sermon, nor is 
it delivered with the same eloquence and grace ; 
but there is ease combined with simplicity; 
there is, moreover, an adaptation and point 
which tell upon the auditory, and which not 
unfirequently lead the week-night worshij^er 
22 
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to express a wish that his Minister would always 
preach in the same stylo. The sermon having 
dosed, the voice of praise again ascends: it 
may be in the following language, — 

" How pleasant and sweet, in His name when we meet, 
Is His fruit to our spiritual taste ! 
We are banqueting here, on angelical cheer, 
Andthe juys that eternally last." 

The service closes ; and as you remingle with 
the money-making or pleasure-seeking crowd, 
and contrast the peaceful saActuary with the 
restless ocean without, you think, ** I would 
rather be a door-keeper in Thy house than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness." " One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after ; that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple. 

There is one feature ia the service we have 
just delineated, which detracts fix)m the pleasure 
derived from the whole ; namely, the paucity of 
the number of worshippers. Li the interior of 
that deep gallery which, on the evening of the 
Lord's day, and when some popular minister 
officiates, is weU filled, now in all its amplA 
C «L^ 
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fange there is not one solitary worshipper. 
No, not one ! Where are they who throng it 
on popular occasions ? Echo answers, ' ' Where V ' 
! could we follow them through all the lanes 
of life in which they tread, how few should we 
find thinking of the hour of prayer ! Nor is the 
higher part of the edifice alone neglected : there 
are those tiers of well-constructed pews, fitted 
up with every accommodation, and which on 
Sundays are filled with families, now almost 
altogether without an occupant. The seats 
appropriated to the humhle poor can boast the 
greatest number of occupants; (although these 
are far from full ;) and thus, on such occasions, 
*'the gospel is preached to the poor" indeed, 
but to them only in small numbers. 

With those persons who boldly aver their 
belief in the non-importance of the week-even- 
ing service, we have nothing now to do, but 
rather with those who (whatever their conduct 
in this matter may be) will admit, when hard 
pushed, that the service in question is at onoe 
a privilege and a duty. The evil of which we 
complain is patent to the world ; for it is widei 

24 



THE WEEK-EVBNING SERVICE. 

Spread. Go amongst the rude operatives of 
Lancashire, or the field-labourers of Berks ; go 
north or south of the Tweed ; the plague-spot 
marks every section of the church of Christ. 
We, with the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, 
and the Congregationalists, all suffer from this 
blight ; it is everywhere. This neglect is the 
more painfully distressing when placed side by 
side with the fact, that the lecture-room (to 
say nothing of the theatre, the opera-house, 
and other places of amusement) is crowded, 
night after night. And whether the subject 
be astronomy or geography, geology, or even 
"biology," the lecturer attracts a multitude 
around him, and a multitude of professing 
Christians. It not unfrequently happens that 
the Minister of Christ is preaching to an all 
but empty chapel "the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; while the infinitely less important 
themes of the lecture-room are listened to by 
admiring multitudes, and received with deaf- 
ening applause. Do we inquire into the causes 
of this lamentable neglect of Christian worship, 
we find them to be worldly-mindedness, indif- 
C 2 "»» 
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ference, a low estimate of the house of God, 
covetousness, needless self-indulgence; and 
last, though not least, tiie example of others. 
Parents neglect tiie house of God, and their 
children do the same. Leaders are not seen 
there, and their members lose their sense of 
its importance. Masters and the principals of 
large establishments habitually absent them- 
selves, and do not make the way plain for 
their dependents ; and thus the whole body of 
the people feels the force of evil example, and 
. is influenced by it. The results of this flagrant 
abuse of the ordinances of the Lord's house are 
painful to contemplate. The Minister is dis- 
tressed and discouraged ; the faithful few are 
grieved ; the work of God is impeded ; the zeal, 
and usefulness, and glory of Zion are lessened; 
God is dishonoured. Men forget the solemn 
charge of Malachi ; " Even from the days of 
your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordi- 
nances, and have not kept them. Betum unto 
me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord 
of hosts . . . "Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein 
26 
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have we robbed Thee ? In tithes and offerings. 
Te are cursed with a curse : for ye have rob- 
bed Me, even this whole nation." 

But, to ease your conscience, you plead ne- 
cessity arising firom domestic arrangements and 
the duties of the several vocations of life. We 
are not unwilling to give this plea all the con- 
sideration it merits ; but we ask, if your oxen, 
your land, and your wife prevent you from 
attending the house of Orod, why do they not 
interfere with the lecture-room, or tiie evening 
party? If necessity thins our churches and 
chapels, how comes it to pass that tiie same 
necessity does not empty tiie lecture-room, the 
theatre, and tiie opera-house ? Surely this is a 
vain subterfuge. Let those whom it concerns 
answer this question, and answer it in the light 
of life's closing scene. "Will you when "the 
evil days come," the days when " the keepers 
of the house shall tremble, and the strong men 
shall bow tiiemselves, and the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that look out 
of the windows be darkened, and the doors 
shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of 
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" "Wheti a Prayei'-Misetiiig is Mow freezing-point, it 
is a fatal indication." 

The Bodial in^aiiii of gr^e iiidicated by ilie 
iireill-klicfito title of thk article is nb moderii 
innovAtion, but ft very ancieiit aiid (Jod-hon- 
bttted service. " Tot all these things will I be 
in^tdred of by the hous6 of Israel, to do theitl 
fojt tteiii," IS aA eiranciatioii, Hot only applicable 
to i&diyiduiils, but also to the church of the 
iiying Gk>d, and one which she has always 
iiciiioWledgeid in her best and hapt»iest days, 
as well as in the midst of stortn and tempest. 
"Wheresoever," — in the stately cathedral, or 
the capacious chapel, or the humble vestry ; in 
the shieling of the idighlieinder, ov the klof? of 
the Kaffir> or the wigwam of the Indian, or the 
hut of the New-Zealander, — <* wheresover two 
or three are gathered together in My iiame ;** 
not merely where Solomon marshals th<^ 
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" elders of Israel," and the "heads of the 
tribes," with " the chief of the fathers," toge- 
ther with aJl **the men of Israel;" but also 
where no national event is to be celebrated, 
and when the officers and symbols of a nation's 
glory are absent, eren in the lowly cottage of 
the humble villager, with its rude stools, and 
broken chairs, and well-wom hymn-book, and 
its " two or three" poor fishermen, or its two 
or three poor labourers, who hymn tiie praises 
of heaven's King to the notes of "Job," or 
"New Sabbath,"— "there am I;" —I, "by 
whom all things were created, visible and in- 
viable," "I, who was dead, and am alive 
again." I, who am set down at the right hand 
of my Father, "from henceforth expecting till 
His enemjes be made His footstool." I, who 
visited Moses in the bush, and the Hebrew 
children in the famaoe, and John in the isle of 
Patmos, — " there am I;" whoever is absent, 
"there ami," That member of the church 
who is a partner in a large mercantile firm may 
not leave his counting-house ; nor his brother, 
who is a manufacturer, his mill } nor Matthew, 
32 
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" a custom-liouse officer," his receipt of custom ; 
nor tiieir wives and daughters tiie comforts of 
the drawing-room; but " there am I." 

"Who has not, that has frequented this hal- 
lowed means of grace, met the Saviour "in the 
midst ?" Yes, it is a place for intercourse with 
the " Friend of sinners." Here tiie mourner in 
Zion receives " beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, and the garments of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness." 

" The weanr find eternal rest, 
And all the sons of want are blest." 

And while the sorrows of the church are re- 
lieved, and the wounds of the church are 
healed, in the prayer-meeting; here also her 
graces are polished and strengthened: and 
while the knees of her Pauls are bowed unto 
the Qt)d and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
she is "strengthened with might by His 
Spirit," and comprehends "what is tiie breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height," and 
knows "what is the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge," and thus receives "all 
D 2 3a 



THE FBAYEB-MEIPTING. 

the fulness of God." 6pd has always hon- 
oured the prayer-meeting vdth. His presenci^, 
and vouchsafed His blessing. 

Wh«i Solomon held aprayer^meetii^, at the 
dedication of <^e temple, ''the fire came down 
fix)m heaven, and consumed the burnt-offering, 
and the sacrifices; and the glory- of ^e Lord 
filled the house. And the Priests could i^ot 
enter into the house of the Lord, because the 
glory of the Lord had filled the Xiord's house." 
When the disciples held a prayer-meeting in 
Mary's house, about Peter, the two soldiers 
were thrown off tlieir guard, the two chains by 
which he was bpund were snapped asunder, 
and the wicked Herod was disappointed of his 
prey: while the disciples were rejoiced by 
Peter's appearance amongst them; for the 
Lord, in answer to prayer, h^ sent an angel 
by whom his deliverance was effected. And 
our modem prayer-ineeting, with its " two or 
three" attendants, although unmarked by ^e 
eye of ambition, imheralded by the breath of 
applause, and unrecorded by the hand of any 
chronicler, is nevertheless marked by the eye 
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of an approving God, applauded by the first- 
bom sons of light, and will be remembered in 
that day when secrets shall be revealed. 

Amongst the number of "neglected things," 
the prayer-meeting holds a conspicuous place. 
This neglect is one of the alarming " signs of 
the times," and one of the causes of the church's 
weakness. Our Thomases are not present when 
Jesus comes. Perhaps, dear reader, like Thomas, 
you have not been present at those precious 
means where Christ had promised to be present, 
and was present." Well, what if he was not? 
It was a little matter, very little, just staying 
away from the prayer-meeting." Ah! my 
brother, it was large enough to be noticed by 
the omniscient eye, to be marked by the 
Divine pen. The church in all ages since has 
read it. The world, far and wide, has known 
it. Coming generations, even to the end of 
time, wiU learn it. I do not know but in 
heaven they wiU stiU wonder at that strange 
line, ' Thomas was not with them when Jesus 
came.* Dost thou consider who notes thy 
absence from the prayer-meeting? Thinkest 
D 3 ^^ 
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thou, when the books are opened^ there will be 
no record concenmig thee ? 

*^Why was not Thomas there? Doubtless^ 
there was a reason. Perhaps his business was 
urgent. He must make sale of those fish; or, 
may be, his net was broken, and must be 
mended. Perhaps he was invited to meet 
some Mends ; and must prayer interfere with 
a social visit? Or, perhaps, there was some 
special attraction that night in Jerusalem; a 
concert of music, it may be, or a lecture from 
some famous Babbi ; and must these be for- 
gotten just for the churdi prayer-meeting? 
Or, perhaps it rained, or, at least, it was cloudy, 
or somewhat cold ; or, I do not know what was 
the reason. This I know ^ < Thomas was not 
with them when Jesus came.' Christian pro- 
fessor ! thou dost not know what kept Thomas 
£ix>m the prayerHDneeting; but what is it that 
00 often keeps thee? Is it a good reason? WiU 
it bear scrutiny pow? "Will it appear valid 
from thy bed of death? Will it stand the 
ordeal of the judgment ?*'♦ 

* ** Ghiistuui Treaaufy." 
86 
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The prayer-meetiiig has been designated, 
not improperly, the "thermometer of the 
church/* " The true thermometer of a church 
to indicate its spiritual temperature, is the 
weekly gatiiering around the mercy-seat. A 
cold prayer-meeting makes a cold church. It 
is at once the cause and the effect of spiritual 
declension. If the place of prayer is well nigh 
deserted ; if the few who are present bodily, 
seem absent in spirit; if the prayers offered 
are languid, without point, and without unc- 
tion, then the Pastor has abundant cause for 
heart-heaviness and tears. Sermons delivered 
to such a people are like discourses preached in 
in one of the ruined temples of Luxor, with the 
shrivelled dead embalmed around, and grim 
heads of stone, looking down from every capi- 
tal. His hands hang down, and his spirits 
faint. 

*' And as a church has no surer symptoms 
of decay than a decaying prayer-meeting, so 
nothing feels the approach of a revival so pal- 
pably as the place of prayer. A revival begins 
there commonly. The deserted seats are fiUed. 
D 4 ^'V 
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Those who cotild not leave their businessj now 
find but little difficulty in closing the doors of 
ikeit sho^js or their feonnting-^boms. The 
libseni Thomases kr6 once more with the 
disciples, and wonder to find their Saviour 
ttere tod> speaking ' Peace be unto you.' Those 
who scjldoin prayed 8^ now ready to pour out 
theif souls jn supplication. The gift of tongues 
has descended. The sluggish are ihbuifting up 
with "wings as edgles.'* A ld,tent power is 
developed in the chilrdhi which astounds both 
P^tor andpedple.^t 

We put in a ptea for this much-dishonoured 
means of grace. W^ asl: that its claims may 
be dtily considdr^y duly admitted, andacknow^ 
lodged. We pray that the deploi^ble Laodi- 
cean results of the neglect of it may be properly 
weighed, and the certain speedy revival of 
gracious feeling consequent upon its observance 
may have the attention it daimisl. We implore the 
iffeaUhy, the talented, and the influeniial mem- 
bers of the church to attest their love to Christ, 
to the church, and to a ruined world, by tal- 
fWeBtem ChriitUn Adyooate." 
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lying aroTind the weekly prayer-meeting. Then 
shall " Zion, the city of our solemnities, Jeru- 
salem, be a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that 
shall not be taken down, not one of the stakes 
thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any 
of the cords thereof be broken. But there the 
glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad 
rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley 
with oars, neither shall gallant ships pass 
thereby.** 

" Come in Thv pleading Spirit down, 
To ns who for Thy coming stay ; 

Of aU Thy gifts we ask but one. 
We ask the constant power to pray. 

Indulge us, Lord, in this request, 

Thou canst not then deny the rest." 
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** The SabbatHi uiJon earth is a fhigment of heayen set 
like a gem in the brow of the world. It is, as it were, 
an island struck otf from the continent of eternity^ arid 
cast , down into the roaring torrents of human life ; 
standing npon which we can see the sunshine of the 
better land, and hear the chimes of its jubilee." — ^Voices 
OP T^B Night. 

^'Eemekbes the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
holy." You may forget it amid the hurry, 
and strife, and tunnoil of life. Like a jewel 
cast into the dirt, you may trample it beneath 
your foot as a base and worthless thing, and 
cease to remember that it is of infinitely greater 
value thaa the celebrated Koh-i-noor^ tiiat 
gem of the Great Exhibition. Forgetfulness 
may erase the impression of its authority from 
your memory ; example may obliterate its sa- 
credness from before your eyes; while cove- 
tousness may discontinue its regard in your 
hearts. True, this holy institution has of late 
been brought rery prominently before the public 

41 



THE SABBATH. 

eye, and has engaged the public mind in no 
small degree. Divines and operatives, working 
ministers and working men, have joined hands, 
and hearts, and tonnes, and pens in its de- 
fence. From the pulpit, the press, and the 
platform have been poured forth streams of 
eloquence, of argument and persuasion, of 

" Thoughts that breathe, and words that bum," 
while our gracious Queen has patronised the 
movement by adopting ** The Pearl of Days." 
Tet, nevertheless, this " Queen of Days," as 
Augustin calls it, may be forgotten. Men 
may forget its Divine authority. It was in the 
garden, man's primitive home, after His om- 
nific working in six successive days, that God 
appointed this holy day. Moses testifies that 
''on the seventh day God ended His work 
which He had made, and He rested on the 
seventh day from all the work which God cre- 
ated and made. And God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it." "Whence it appears that 
God blessed it, sanctified it, and Himself ob- 
served it. The Sabbath, therefore, is the most 
ancient of all God's ordinances. It is clothed in 
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the hoary veil of antiqtiity. It went forth in the 
morning of the creation with God's blessing 
deeply and broadly imprinted upon it to bless 
man, and has been travelling through the earth 
eyer since for the healing of the nations. It 
was to be seen in paradise, in the ark, in the 
wilderness, in Jerusalem. Hesiod, Homer, 
Porphyry, Eusebius, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
and a host of others, bear witness to its general 
observance. 'Not did Christ abolish it, but 
renewed its youth, and sent it forth on its high 
commission to bless mankind, 

« While starfl maintain their stations, 
And moons renew their youth." 

Its beneficial design may be forgotten. 
''The Sabbath was made for man,'' and is 
appropriately designated ''the workman's jubi- 
lee, the slave's release, the shield of servitude, 
the antidote of weariness, the suspension of the 
curse.'' Men may forget "how it smooths the 
brow of care ; how it brightens the countenance 
of gloom ; how it braces the limbs of labour ; 
how it raises the drooping spirits of despair ; 
how it pours some drops of sweetness in the 
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bitterest lot, and sheds some gleams of sunshiTie 
athwart the saddest heart ;" how it raises man, 
morally and spiritually ; how, after the pres- 
sure of six days' toil and anxiety, it walks forth 
clad with authority, and irradiated with joy, 
to silence the hum of business, to close the 
gates of trade and commerce, to hush the trou- 
bled ocean of every-day life into calm ; and, 
having cast a veil of sanctity over all the works 
of God and man, to throw open the gates of 
thousands and thousands of temples, and lead 
mankind into the presence of their Maker, that 
it may proclaim the voice of the law, exhibit 
the attractions of the Cross of peace, issue an 
invitation to repentance, faith, and holiness ; 
read the seven epistles, blow the seven trum- 
pets, break the seven seals ; and then, opening 
a "door in heaven, point the worshipping 
multitude on earth to the adoring multitude 
before the throne in yonder glorious and eternal 
world : 

** One day amidst the place 
Where Thou, my Lord, hast been,^ 

Is sweeter than ten thousand days 
Of pleasuiable sin/' 

4A 



W^ hsLYO m^^ th^t it may ie, and we now 
Qdd it t^ forgotten. ThiyiV of it? prohibition of 
WQTJs,; "In it tiiou ehalt not do ai^y work." 
Tbifif law ip so pl^ that a child may under- 
stand it. You may not do any work, or dele- 
gate it to he do|ie hy oijiers. There must be 
rest in th.e city, a&d Test in the village ; rest in 
the palace, and rest in the cottage ; for it is 
the day of rest. With Ijie exception of works 
of mercy, necessity, and religion, th.ere is to be 
a iiniyersal cessation of labour : for '4t is lawfdl 
to do good (m the Sabbath day." Let us apply 
the law to the state of things as they actually 
emost around us. Buying and selling in half- 
ppened shops articles of food and clothing, are 
not works either pf mercy, necessity, or religion, 
and ore therefo]:e a yiolatipn of the fourth com- 
mandment. Writing letters of business, em- 
ploying public bakers, paying vi4ts to fidends 
by Tfil cv otbeywise, are npt works of mercy, 
nec^sEiity, 0^ religion, and are therefore viola- 
tions of tibie fpurtti ppmma^ndmeait. Beading 
newspapers or works pf ficticm, indulging in 
co|iy^rsatipn not dirpctly of Indirectly spiritual, 
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cherishing worldly thoughts, wishes, calcula- 
tions, and projects, are not works of mercy, 
necessity, or religion, and are therefore to be 
regarded as plain violations of the fourth 
commandment. 

To show that it is forgotten, we point to its 
requirement to be " sanctified," by an attend- 
ance upon the public worship of God. Look 
at our railways and rivers. Think of the 
thousands and tens of thousands who are allured 
fix)m their homes under the specious pretence of 
studying nature, and of breathing pure air in 
the country and at the sea-side. Go into our 
watering-places on the morning of the Sabbath, 
after a monster train has arrived, and see how 
the Sabbath-breaking multitude "brace their 
limbs," and *' improve their minds." Here a 
party plunge into the water, perhaps never 
more to rise ; there, a number repair to the bar 
of a public house, and return intoxicated to 
their homes ; while others saunter away their 
time on the beach, or annoy the peaceful and 
pious inhabitants by jfreaks and follies; giving 
ibe whole scene jrather the appeaiance of a 
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country fSair, or a village wake, than of the 
peaceful Sabbath of the Lord of Hosts. 

To prove that it is forgotten, we may appeal 
to the census-returns. On the morning of the 
census-Sunday, out of a population of eighteen 
millions, thirteen millions entered no place of 
worship; and in the afternoon and evening, 
fourteen millions were not found in the house 
of God. Probably not less than nine minions 
(half the population of Britain) neglected to 
sanctify the Sabbath by worshipping God in His 
sanctuary on that and on every Sunday since. 
Surely the census-Sunday calls with no feeble 
voice upon the nine millions of British Sabbath- 
breakers to "remember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy." Listen to its voice, and be ad- 
monished. " "When France abolished the Sab- 
dath, she declared, There is no God but reason, 
and no hereafter j" and you might have read 
upon tombstones erected at that period, 

** Death is an eternal Sleep !*' 
The same sad symbols of infidelity would disfi- 
gure the graveyards of Britain, if her i^^goissiass^ 
neglected the Sabibatti \o ^"^ ^^^ «s^^c^* 
47 
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Dd we ask £br motites to Sabbath obser- 
yance ? They rilsh upon its in coiiiitledis niiM- 
bersy and force conidction tipon eVerjr ndaS iiot 
wholly abandoned to blindness and to criihe. 
Here are a fchnr. The celebrated Matthew 
Henry says of Sabbath neglect: ''It is as If ai 
Prince shonld inyite yon into his company^ 
offer to entertain )^ou with the nitist pleasing 
and edifying discotirse, and A^pohii a time &nd 
a place for the interview, and yon shotild gd 
and tain yonr back npon hiih id talk to soine 
idle beggar or buffoon at the dddt : would it not 
jiisiiy be cohstrued into knnhrectsoliable aflfroiit ? 
Yet you do ten thousand times Worse, when fbii 
spend that daj^ in cdnuiibn cbhv^sation arid 
business which God has appointed fblr audience 
'^th Himself." Lord Chief justice Hale says^ 
on Sabbath observance : " I havb found by A 
strict and diligent observatioii, that a due ob- 
serving of the Lord's day has ever had joined 
to it a blessing up6n ike rest of my time ; and 
the week thiis begun has been blessed and 
prosfierous to me.'* 

2^0 doctnne of rewards and i^uxdfthmeatfi is 
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not always clear in the common course of 
events around us ; but to the observant eye, 
the hand of Providence is always inscribing 
upon the affairs of men a marked approval of 
Sabbath observance, and disapproval of Sab- 
bath neglect. 

The Pilgrim Fathers had arrived within ten 
minutes' sail (if wind and tide had favoured 
them) of the place where they were to abide 
all the rest of their pilgrimage, but it was the 
Lord's day ; and although the island was deso- 
late, frost-bound, habitationless, and overhead 
a snowy sky, or, what was worse, a freezing 
sleet, yet they anchored, and dedicated the 
hours of that day to the worship of God. Dr. 
Cheever remarks: "That day, kept for God 
on that island, has sent down a blessing for all 
the posterity of the pilgrims." Look at that 
picture, and then look on this. 

One Sabbath afternoon, in harvest, a Swiss 
farmer, having com in the field, and observing 
the storm gathering, said to his men, '* If you 
will house a thousand sheaves before \i ^«cca»* 
you shall be rewarded. An «i%^^ ^cax^Sostf^Ki&Rjt'* 
E *^^ 
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overhearing the remark, came forward, and said, 
" John, John, as far as I can rememher, I have 
never known a single ear housed on the Sah- 
bath; and yet we have been loaded with 
blessings. John, do not violate the rest of 
this holy day, I beseech thee." Grandmother, 
every thing mnst have a beginning: there is 
no evil in this ; it is qmte indifferent to God. 
He will be as much pleased to see the grain 
housed as exposed to the rain." '' John, John, 
within doors and without doors all things are 
the Lord's ; and thou knowest not what ma^ 
happen this evening; but thou knowest I am 
thy grandmother. I entreat thee, for the love 
of God's sake, not to work to-day. I had rather 
eat no com for a whole year." "Grandmother, 
doing a thing once is not a habit.'' " But, 
John, God's commandments are always the 
same; and what shall it pro£t thee to gather 
thy com and lose thy soul?" "Don't be un- 
easy about that," he said ; " and now, lads, 
let us go to work." "John, John," cried the 
old woman, for the last time ; and while she 

wepi and prayed the com was housed. John 
so 
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entered the house, and said, "Now, grand- 
mother, all is secure : let the tempests roar and 
the elements rage." " Yes, John, but above 
thy roof spreads the Lord's roof." A tremen- 
dous clap of thunder was heard, and another, 
and another : all were panic-struck: the bam 
was in flames : they saw the sheaves burning ; 
cUl were cursed. The old woman alone was 
calm. 

"LOBD HAVE MBKCT UPON ITS, AKD DfCLnTR 
OITB HEABIS TO ICBEP THIS LAW." 



JB2 ^^ 



€^t Clc0s-Jfierfmg* 



** Wise Solomon obsenres it* 6at of Hiis deep expe- 
rience, for a vanity under the sun, that" * there is one 
alone, and there is not a second.' And that *two are 



better than one, because they have a reward for their 
labour/ Single endeayours seldom prosper; many hands 
make the work both quick and sure/'— Bishop Hall. 



** Ood never made an independent man : 
'Twould jar the concord of the general plan." 

Okaimobb. 

" WffAT a beautiful object ! its leaves are all 
a silvery "wliite," exclaLoied a traveUer in a far- 
distant land, as he gazed upua the spreading 
branches of a tree that was indigenous to the 
soil. "White, did you say?" inquired a Mead 
by whom he was accompanied, with some de- 
gree of surprise : " surely it is a slight mistake ; 
for they appear to me to be all green." " l^ay, 
verily, they are white," reiterated the former; 
while at the same time he assured himself that 
he was right, by peering into the mass of 
beautiful leaves which floated before his inqui- 
ring vision. "Nay," said his friend, "I^rs*- 
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test they are green : you must surely be the 
subject of some strange optical illusion." A 
third friend here interposed, who had disco- 
vered the secret of the mistake. ** The leaves," 
he observed, '*of this beautiful tree are green 
on one side, and white on the other. You are 
standing on opposite sides of the tree, and the 
wind is blowing the leaves all in one direction; 
so that to you all appear white, and to you they 
are all green." Other objects of observation 
besides trees have been contemplated from 
opposite points of view, and of course widely 
different conclusions have bpen reached con- 
cerning them. There are few things on which 
men do not think differently, and, alas! too 
often erroneously. "We are at a loss to name 
a subject which has gained perfect unanimity 
of opinion. Certain it is that such unanimity 
has not been awarded to the "class-meeting" 
among those who know it only by report. The 
''class-meeting," what is it? Every member 
of the "Wesleyan-Methodist church, by produ- 
cing his " Rules," can show that a class consists 
of persons who are desirous to *'flee from the 
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•wrath to come," perhaps about twelve in 
number, and one of them called the Leader. 
And that such a company generally forms 4 
section of a larger "company of men, having 
the form and seeking the power of godliness, 
imited, in order to pray together, to receive the 
word of exhortation, and to watch over one 
another in love, that they may help each other 
to work out their salvation." 

The class-meeting, therefore, is calculated to 
be a school of instruction ; a brook by the way ; 
a refreshment-room for travellers. Here, the 
disconsolate christian is directed to the God of 
all consolation ; the thirsty soul is directed to 
" the Eountain of living waters ;" the suffering 
follower of the Saviour meets with sympathy 
from fellow-sufferers, and the rejoicing saint 
meets with those in whose breast exists the 
counteipart of his own feelings, and the echo 
of his own joys. Here, the weary traveller is 
refreshed, and starts with new vigour on his 
journey to Canaan; and the tired soldier is 
rested and invigorated for the campaign of the 
jnorrow. Here the weakness of " Little-faith" 
E4 ^^ 
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is strengthened, the worldliness of "Worldly- 
love" is chased away, the covetousness of 
" Save-all" is melted into benevolence, and the 
duplicity of "By-ends" is transformed into 
sterling straight-forwardness. Here sluggish- 
ness is converted into activity, misanthropy 
into philanthropy, tears into smiles, sorrows 
into joys, sighs into songs, clouds into sunshine, 
winter into summer, and the "fear which hath 
torment" into "perfect love which casteth out 
fear." 

Class-meetings are the lit tie tsnts of Israel, 
pitched in every direction around the mercy- 
seat and the Shekinah, for the refreshment of 
the tribes during their wilderness state. "How 
goodly are thy tents, Jacob, and thy taber- 
nacles, Israel ! As the valleys are they spread 
forth, as gardens by the river-side, as the trees 
of lign-aloes which the Lord hath planted, and 
as cedar-trees beside the waters. He shall 
pour the water out of his bucket, and his seed 
shall be in many waters, and his King shall be 
higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be 
exalted. Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and 
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cursed is he that curseth thee." 

Our sainted founder observes : — " Upon re- 
flection, I could not but observe this was the 
very thing which was from the beginning of 
Christianity. In the earliest times those whom 
God sent forth 'preached the Gospel to every 
creature;' and the aKpowfievoi, *the body of 
hearers/ were mostly either Jews or Heathens; 
but as soon as any of these were so convinced 
of the truth as to forsake sin, and seek the 
Gospel salvation, they immediately joined them 
together, took an account of their names, ad- 
vised them to watch over each other, and met 
these KarrjxovfA€voi, 'catechumens,' (as they were 
then called,) apart from the great congregation, 
that they might instruct, rebuke, exhort, and 
pray with them and for them, according to 
their several necessities.' ThouBands of holy 
and happy christians can bear testimony to the 
value of these weekly means of grace ; and tens 
of thousands before the throne, who have gone 
up "through much tribulation," reflect upon 
them with pleasure in that land of rest where 
" their works do follow them." 
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But we are looking at one side of the tree 
only. Let us go over for a moment to the other 
side. Here is a number of individuals holding 
opinions opposite to those we have uttered, 
many oj^^ whom are very sincere observers, and 
earnest inquirers after truth. Let us listen for 
a moment to the sentiments they are expressing. 
*' It is a Popish ordinance," says one, not very 
familiar with Methodist economy. " I under- 
stand it is a place of confession ; and, for my 
part, I see no difference in confessing in the 
class-meeting, and confessing to the Priest." 
" It is not commanded in Scripture," observes 
another; *'but is obviously an ordinance of 
man, and therefore to be avoided." "It makes 
too large a demand upon my modesty," remarks 
a timid one : "I could not speak on any ac- 
count; I am too nervous." ''It may be all 
very well in itself," replies a fourth : "but the 
people are so very ignorant, and the Leader 
especially so very illiterate, that I can see no 
advantage in associating with such persons." 
"I can get to heaven without it," replies a 
■^tb; Friii/e a number lUutcm^^i.^^^xi'Cs^'^ 
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expression of his opinion, '* I do not know why, 
but I do not like it." 

There may be amongst the readers of 
"ITeglected Things" those who hold these ad- 
verse opinions ; and we humbly ask a hearing, 
that we may speak to their convictions. " It is a 
Popish ordinance." The class-room is indeed 
the place where earnest confession of sin, with 
strong cries and tears, is often heard; but that 
confession is made, not in the expectation of 
receiving " absolution" from a man "who op- 
poseth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped," but for the 
instruction and warning of other persons, and 
with a view to enlist their sympathies, prayers, 
and counsels. The Leader himself, being a 
layman, not a Priest, the class-meeting is an 
antagonist of "auricular confession," and is 
expediting the overthrow of the confessional. 

" But there is no Scripture authority for the 
class-meeting," is the second objection. N"or 
was there any express command in God's own 
precious revelation to originate thatM^'SL^ssisss:^ 
Society, of which, perhaps, yQU «x^ ^Tassoisi'st 
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md a collector; nor were you told, in. so many 
words, that you ought to visit the humble cot- 
tage in your neighbourhood, for the purpose of 
lending weekly a religious tract; aad you might 
sparoh a long time before you will find in the 
Bible any mention of Sunday-schools ; and yet, 
it may be, these have your hearty concurrence 
and support, because you perceive they are the 
means of doing good which have been developed 
by circumstances obviously providential, adjust- 
ed by the prudence and zeal of the church, and 
abundantly honoured of God. The class-meeting 
is to be placed in the same category, received 
with the same favour, and employed on the 
same authority. 

"I cannot speak/' is the third objection 
raised. Can you speak in the domestic circle ? 
Are you dumb on common topics of conversa- 
tion in every-day life ? Are you penitent, and 
can you not inquire what you must do to be 
saved ? Are you happy in God's love, and can 
you not say, " Come and hear, all ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what He hath done for 
jnjrsoul ?" Can you thinlr of the rich, unmerited, 
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countless, and everlasting blessings which clus- 
ter around you, and not feel that you are 
coTisfcraincd to praise God: and that if you 
were to "hold your peace, the very stones would 
cry out against you ?'* Can you reflect on your 
hairbreadth escapes, on your miraculous rescues 
from danger and from death, without feeling 
that you are encompassed about with songs of 
deliverance ? And if the songs are written upon 
every surrounding object, — if every part of your 
dwelling, every member of your family, every 
year in your history, every page in your diary, 
presents a song, will you not sing it? And 
where will you find a more convenient and 
suitable audience than in the class-room ? One 
of the sweet singers of Israel (himself not of 
Methodist type) says, " Is he'' (the young and 
ardent convert) " crying in the gladness of his 
soul, 'Sing aloud unto God our strength ; make 
a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob ?' Alike 
in the cathedral and the conventicle, he is apt 
to be depressed by an organic solo or a ruefu] 
dirge; but escaping to the Metl^a^^^ ^^^^- 
meeting, he finds their glorj «3ki «:sN^<3i. "^^^"^ 
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are taking the psalm, and bringing the pleasant 
harp with the psaltery, and blowing the trum- 
pet; and, with exulting rivalry, young men 
and maidens, old men and children, are praising 
the Lord. In the eagerness of his first love, is 
he exclaiming, ' Come and hear, all ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what he hath done for 
my soul?' but no body will stop to listen. 
And so, for an audience, he is driven away to 
the love-feast or class-meeting." 

The fourth objection is, that "the people are 
ignorant, the Leader illiterate, and the thing 
altogether mean and degrading." " Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that ye through His poverty might be rich." 
Have you superior light? Let it shine in the 
class-room. Have you superior love? There 
let it bum. You do not degrade yourself by 
exercising the charities of your* nature upon 
those whom you deem beneath you. 

** Those gentle charities which draw 

Man doser with his kind ; 
Those sweet humanities which make 

The muaio which they find." 

^^J can get toheaYen without it," la Vha uexX. 
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objectioii. Are you quite sure that you can 
perform all the functions of the Christian life 
as well without it as with it ? Can you mount, 
run, walk, fight, wrestle, suffer, conquer, and 
rejoice as well ? Might not some grey-headed 
pilgrim, leaning upon the top of his staff; or 
some weeping Jeremiah, from his dungeon ; or 
some tuneful David, from his orchestra; or 
some seraphic Paul, from the third heaven ; or 
some living John, from the Lord's breast ; drop 
a word or two, helping to expand your views, 
and warm your heart, and strengthen your 
faith, and accelerate your progress? If you 
hope to commune in heaven with the saints and 
the excellent of the earth, might it not be well 
to commune with them here ? 

*' I do not know why, but I do not like it." 
is the last objection. Do you like repentance, 
prayer, self-denial, self-examination, the cruci- 
fixion of the flesh, with its affections and lusts? 
Have you peace with God, joy in the Holy 
Ghost, real, heartfelt, saving godliness ? or do 
not your affections cleave to the earth ? Have 
not you left your first love ? Is not the keen 
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edge of your piety gone ? Is it not inconvenient 
now to go to dass ? Are your circumstances 
improyed, and do you fiancy it is more respec- 
table to go to another church? Sons and daugh- 
ters of Methodist sires ! ye who are casting 
away this badge in which your fathers gloried, 
and which they left you as a sacred memorial ! 
think of their simplicity, piety, meekness, and 
zeal, of their holy lives and triumphant deaths, 
and endeavour to catch their falling mantles, 
to tread in their steps, and be followers of their 
faith and patience. ''Thus saith the Lord, 
stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." 
" And the Lord God will bring thee into the 
land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it, and He will do thee good, and mul- 
tiply thee above thy fathers." Therefore now 
return ye, and get you unto your tents, and 
unto the land of your possession." 
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** It is with spiritual olrjects as with the most attractlTe 
or sublime scenes of nature. The glowing sunrise, the 
gleaming river, the sea roused by the storm into majesty, 
summer walking the earth, decked in a robe of fiowers, 
the brow of night sparklmg with its countless gems. 
Manj regard these as with the eyes of a brute ; thay ex- 
cite m them no reflection, they call forth no grateful 
exclamation. Eyen so tiie surpassing glories of the 
Gospel, the Cross of Calvary, the crown of heaven, are 
lost on eyes which have become familiar with them from 
the cradle and a mothers knee." — ^Db,. Guthbie. 

The night of the betrayal was one long to be 
remembered. It bad no parallel in all the re- 
cords of preceding ages, nor conld it be repeated. 
Near fifteen hundred years 'be£(xe, Egypt was 
witness of a strange ^ight. Strange scenes were 
witnessed, and strange sounds were heard, on 
the eve of Israel's exodus; but the eve of the 
crucifixion was marked by scenes and sounds 
more wondrous far. On that night the Lord 
of glory, whom all the angels vie ini aiicsnx^^ 
performed the mean Beivice oi ^^iSm;:^^^^^ 
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feet ef poor disciples, to teach their earth-loving 

hearts tho sweet lesson of humility. On that 

night the paschal hymn was sung, the paschal 

lamb was killed, and the paschal feast was 

celebrated for the last time, in the upper room 

of a Jew, who had the honour to entertain the 

noblest guest that Jerusalem could boast at that 

feast. On that night the valedictory discourse 

was preached, so abundant in consolations ; and 

was followed by the parting prayer for the unity, 

peace, purity, prosperity, and final glorification 

of the church militant. On that night Kedron 

was crossed ; and 

"HierarchieB in Heayen paused while adoring, 
The golden strine'dlyre of each angel grew mute ; 
They came to dark earth, and in wonder bent o'er Him 
Who knelt in deep anguish at Kedron's brook." 

Then the Lord went into Gethsemane, where 
He sustained an agony in comparison of which 
all the Buflferings of the "Man of sorrows" 
previously endured were light; for then He 
emphatically "began to be sorrowful.'' And, 
lo! before a sword was drawn, or a thorn 
planted, or a hand raised, or a scourge inflicted, 
or the traitor B IsisB given, oi ttie "bloo^-^St^^iY 
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cry, " Away with Him !" heard; even then 
His agony was such, that, within a few min- 
utes after its commencement. He was bathed 
in blood. And while the billows of a righteous 
displeasure passed over Him, they forced from 
Him this piercing cry : " My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me ?" On that 
night hell rallied its forces for a great struggle ; 
nature trembled, as if apprehensive of some 
awful convulsion; the veil of the temple 
awaited an irrecoverable rending ; while angels, 
leaving the Sufferer to " tread the wine-pres^ 
alone," prepared their harps of gold, to tri- 
umph over the issue. O ! how many wondrous 
transactions were crowded into the history of 
that one short night ! On " the same night in 
which He was betrayed" the Lord Jesus ** took 
bread: and when He had given thanks, He 
brake it, and said. Take, eat : this is my body 
which is broken for you : this do in remem- 
brance of Me. After the same manner also He 
took the cup, when He had supped, saying. 
This cup is the New Testament in my \AsiQ^\ 
tki9 do je, as oft as ye di\nk \\i, Vsv x^-a\s?Bv:- 
ia'anoe of me.'* ^ 
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This dOf and commfimoiate an event mor« 
glorious than was ever made remembrance of 
by the splendid edifice, the lofty colunm, or 
the tapering obeHsk. This do, and show forth 
the Lord's death ; declare the sad yet glorious 
conceptions of Gethsemane and Calvary. This 
do, and confess that I am Lord, to the glory of 
God the Eather. This do, and feel the healing 
balm flow into your wounded conscience, and 
feel the purifying stream flow over your pol'- 
luted spirit, and touch the cross, and feel 

** That touch which touch'd not angels ; more DiTine 
Than that which touch'd confusion into form, 
And darkness into glory. 

• ••••• 

That touch, which charm celestial, heate the soul 
Diseased, drives pain from guilt, lights Ufe in death ; 
Turns earth to heaven ; to heavenly thrones tiansforms 
The ghastly ruins of the mouldering tomb.** 

This do, and confess your true pilgrim charac- 
ter, and that here you have no continidng city, 
but that ye seek one to come. This do, audi 
manifest the true unity of believers before in-! 
fidels, and Turks, and Heathens. This do, 

from generation to generation, and be cheered 
es 
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aaiidyoxir trials; until the end of tibie, and the 
new heayens and the new earth shall arise out 
oi a sin-braised and wrath-stricken system ; 
until " I come." 

Does history relate one other wish so tender, 
or one expressed by lips so gracefiil, or one 
spoken by a heart so full of loye, or one iter- 
ated imder circumstances so impi^essive ? We 
answer, No. It is the last command of the 
dying Lord. That such a command should be 
Ibi^otten, or slighted, or perverted, or insulted, 
is surely marvellous. It was no marvel thfit 
the disciples should assemble on the first day cfi 
the week to obey that injunction. It was no 
marvel that, when persecution raged amongst 
the Yaudois and old British, midtitudes should 
then, when driven fi:om the peacefdl sanctuary, 
r^air to their moutain-fastnesses ; and, al- 
though hunted by a barbarous soldiery, and 
liable to be dragged to a bloody tribunal, and 
si&fii^ an> awful death, be found cheer^iliy 
bvaving the fierce interdict^ to obey their dying 
Lord's request. The marvel is, that long ere 
this^ menof every coknix, anjioT^^^ic^ ^^ocsafe^ — 
F2 ^"^ 
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that all the nations have not joined hand to 
hand, and heart to heart, and in one holy 
brotherhood, and with one loud nnited voioe, 
and amid the attention of angels, principalities^ 
and powers, exclaimed, "We do this in re- 
membrance of Thee." 

The greatest marvel of all is, that, when tha 
Lord's table is prepared, any one naming tha 
name of Chiist should causelessly and carelessly 
torn his back upon the solemn ordinance, as 
though it were a thing of nought ! How many 
do it ! And if the number of the Mends of the 
^Redeemer is to be estimated by what is often 
seen on sacramental occasions, who does not 
shudder at the paucity of thatnumber? Doubt- 
less in many cases absence firom the Lord's 
table arises from defective information, rather 
than from deliberate neglect ; but are not the 
means of knowing and appreciating this duty 
placed within the reach of all ? The neglect 
of such means of information must be highly 
criminal. Surely to be fed by faith in the 
sacrament is not less essential to spiritual 
growth, thaa to be instructed by the sermon 
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or wanned by the p»yidr-lneelaa^ ; -and yet 
are there not foolish comparisons instituted be- 
tween the one and the othier, often to the 
disadvantage of tiie solemn cordkian^e of the 
Supper? Do not many who are charmed by 
the eloquence of the pulpit, and who are de- 
lighted by social prayer, manifest an inexpli- 
cable indiflference whien the sacriament of the 
Lord's supper is to be celebrated? The same 
lips which gave utterance to the solemn injunc- 
tion, " take heed how ye hear -/* and to the 
blessed announcement, "Where two or thtee 
are gathered together in My niam©, there ain I 
in the midst of them ;" also enunciated tlie 
dying command, " This do iSi remi^brancb 6f 
Me." Eeader, dost thou tefiise to obey Utty 
•Lord's last pirecept ? Think> "Wheth^ thbU lAtt 
hot robbmg tiiyself of tire sWeetesfc ^i^pes "bf 
Eschol, and depriving thyself of to ttost *eii- 
^rancing glimpses of the bi^trftc vitdim ! Iflie 
poet mngs :— . 

« From Jesu's sacrifice 

And Baeram^nt inr^ rite, 
Borne on win^s of faith, and Ivv^ 

ra ^^ 
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Triumph with the saints above, 
Share that everlasting feast. 

** The Truth, the Deity, 

"VVe there unveil'd shall see ; 
Lo6e in that transporting sight 

All we felt or fear'd below ; 
Torrents of unmix'd delight 

There our raptured souls o'erflow.** 

" To-morrow is the half-yearly fast," said 
a Mend to us one evening, when on a visit to 
a town in North Britain ; '* and Sabbath first 
is the sacramental Sabbath;'* adding, "Per- 
haps yon will have no objection to go to the kirk 

in the morning, and hear the Be v. .' 

" None whatever," was our ready reply. The 
•morning came: it was Thursday. Much to 
our surprise, as a southern, the shops were all 
closed, business was totally suspended, and the 
quiet of Sabbath pervaded the otherwise busy 
community, as though that holy day had for- 
gotten the time of its visit, and dropped from 
the skies in the very middle of the week. At 
the hour for worship, the streets were thronged 
with persons directing their steps to the dif- 
ferent places of worship : we joined the stream, 
and on enteiing the stately edifice to which we 
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iiaidlreen myited, fomid it cp6wded'fij«*ki ewfe'-to 
^dJd. After the Bei^<^ had closedy 'tbk¥iis 
^(ffliiall pieces of metal, like coin) were deattiitit 
€o the intending commmiicantBhy the "eW^" 
<tf tiie ohiireh, and the crowd returned Tiome' to 
Imssemble in the afternoon of the day. 

^torday came: and again, as ifByihaj^o, 
^iLsiness was suspended, and ihe dhurches wdbe 
f^powdedfor the space of two hburs, whilb a 
preparation-sermon was preached. At length 
Sunday came. And a glorious sight it is to 
see the streets in Edinburgh or Dundee on a 
Sunday morning, but especially on the sacra- 
mental Sabbath. Such were the streams of 
well-dressed people flowing through all the 
principal thoroughfares, as to impress us with 
the idea that the rule is to go to kirk, the ex- 
ception to remain at home. The service pro- 
ceeded as usual until the sermon closed ,* and 
then, no rushing to the doors, no thinning of 
the congregation until a mere skeleton is left. 
The mass remained to honour our Lord's last 
command. At each table the cQm'm\YK\^'ss^si 
were addressed by ike Mkaatec, (^-^ct^^^fi^ss^- 
Fi ^^ 
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isters assisting on the occasion,) until the whole 
congregation had communicated. That service 
extended from 10 a.m., to 5-30 p.m. We do 
not intimate that all who approached the Lord's 
table on that memorable day were sincere and 
acceptable worshippers ; but we left the kirk 
burning with the desire that in every land such 
a national recognition of the solemn will of our 
Lord were established as is seen in the half- 
yearly sacrament of Scotland. 
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" Devotion borrows musio'B toae, 
And mu3ic takes devotion's wing, 

And, lil^ the bird that hails the sun, 
They 3Qar toheayen, and, soaring, ju^.*' 

"I WISH ihesce was a h^her degree of devo- 
jfe^ in oiir ocmgregation," said Arthur— -n- 
01^ day, rto an intimate Christian friend, witii 
^1P:hp||l he was i^onversiiig on the all-important 
?aubjeot of a revival of religion. " Do you ob- 
:«6rvQ/' added he, ''how exceedingly irreverent 
many persons fure during the time of prayer, 
and how little access the worshippers ha^e 
into the '' holiest of all ?' " J. have indeed xe- 
vmarked it with great rogxet," replkd Bobert 
.♦*—. " Bettw congr^^tionfl we never had ; 
A more &ith£al ,Ministry we weire x^sver £fi- 
^roofed with; but, somehow or other, theve is 
WA indiffierenee'^v^rispreadiiig the people -yrhioh 
JAcMUing^endpandysing. Aa to the singing, in- 
liteidof ftriiing firentdk^j^Qprti^i^^i^ps^^^^^ 
76 



DEVOTION IN GOD'S HOUSE. 

it is confined to the choir; while during the ser- 
mon, except some bright coruscation is thrown 
off, or some bold stro]i e of oratory falls suddenly 
and unexpectedly, like a thunder-clap, upon the 
ear and heart, a vagueness of expression lan- 
guishes upon the countenances of the people, 
which it is agonizing to behold, and which in- 
dicates as little interest in the service, as though 
it were of no importance." "It is even so/* re-^ 

plied Arthur . while his breast heaved with 

emotion, and his heart trembled for the ark of 
the Lord : ** and what makes the case all tl» 
more distressing, is the fact that it used not to 
be so ; or, at least, not to the same extent. Well 
do I remember, when these old and trembling 
limbs were young and active, that the same 
expositions of truth, and the same appeals to 
the heart, would have fixed the attention, and 
melted into tears the assembled multitude, and 
here, and there, and yonder, one should hear 
the voice of penitence or the voice of praise 
gushing up from an everflowing heart: but 
now emotion is dead." " Yes, I believe that 
Hbe great want of the times ia a devotional 
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spirit, especially in the public services of God's 
house ; and for this blessing let us plead with 
God until 'the o'erwhelming power of saving 
grace' descends upon the people." 

What is devotion ? It is not the morbid 
spirit struck with awe by material glory. It 
is not the imposing eflfect of the long-drawn 
aisle, the fretted vault, the stately column, and 
the painted window. It is not the enchanting 
effect produced by the sound of organ or harp, 
aided by the mingled voices of musicians. It 
is not a reverence inspired by the superstitious 
and blasphemous notion that the bread and 
wine of the sacrament are converted into the 
body and blood of Christ; heightened by 
the thought that the man who effects the 
miracle has the power of life and death en- 
trusted to him. 0, no ! It is the overshadowing 
glory of Him whose presence at Bethel led 
Jacob to exclaim, " How dreadfcd is this place !" 
and at Sinai constrained Mioses to confess, ''I 
exceedingly fear and quake ;" and that made a 
modem poet sing,— 
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" My weakness bends "beneatli'th« weight ; 
Overpowered, I 6mk, I faint, I die.*' 

Seyotion is Bpiritual; acnd how much there is 
in public worship to enkindle asid indu^ice the 
spirit of true devotion ! If cherubic choirs, pour- 
ling forth songs of high and lofty praise, and 
rapt seraphs, burning with an inextii^uishable 
flame of love, hide themselves under iheir wings 
from the overpowering rays of ineffable glctty, 
what abundant reason must polluted man have 
to cast himself in the dust, and cry, " Unclean^ 
unclean r* If heaven's adoring multitudes 
cease not day xx night to ory, " Holy, holy, 
iKoly;'' shall sum^s find time to pause ? TV^en 
6od invites to an audrenee, aoid angels wc^t io 
j&inister; when ihe throne of sgraoe 4s accessi- 
Ue, and the Sal^aih throws its glory around ; 
when truth speaks instruetingly> and m&cej 
bec&OBs beseedungly, and God waits to be ^ra- 
tiouB to returning sinners, eaa devoti<HL be 
abs^t from any heart ? 

Pivine wt>rship consists cbieflyofjordt^and 
prayer, with the accessory of iHstructum; aad 
In each act of worship, every member of the 
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congregation is required to engage. We can- 
not sing by proxy, or pray by proxy, or be 
instructed by proxy. 

Praise. —"He that oflferetb praise glorifieth 
Thee." 0, bow delightful it is to listen to a 
fdU chorus of lips, while the song of hearts 
ascends to mingle itself with the chorus of the 
skies ! Is this the case when the voice of praise 
ascends only from the choir ; when the officials 
only engage in the exercise, as if they were 
privileged above their fellow-worshippers to 
touch the timbrel and the harp, and send the 
music of earth to bear the tidings to heaven that 
children of Zion are joyful in their King? 
Such partial praise is unknown in heaven. 
The song of Moses and the Lamb is not chanted 
by a small number of the " elders," aided by a 
small section of the " living creatiures." " I 
beheld," said the favoured John, " and I heard 
the voice of many angels round about the 
throne, and the beasts, and the elders: and the 
number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand and thousands of thousands/' 
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** By faith the upper choir we meet ; 
And challenge them to sing 
Jehovah, on His shining seat, 
Our Maker and our King. 

" The King, whose glorious face je see, 
For us His crown resign'd ; 
That fulness of the Dei^, 
He died for all mankind !" 

Then let ''the seraphs nearest the throne look 
down on us poor ransomed worms;" and let 
us emulate " heaven's superior praise." 

The second part of Divine worship i&jfrayer. 
"When the Minister, either by the aid of a form 
prepared for the purpose, or extemporaneously, 
addresses himself to the Majesty on high, on be- 
half of himself and the people ; when he se^cs 
to present at the footstool of Divine mercy the 
sins and sorrows, griefs and pains, with which 
every heart in that assembly is afflicted ; surely, 
then, every one will feel and say, "This is 
holy ground, and I must worship :" and thus, 
by earnest breathing of soul to God, join witii 
Ood's Minister in laying hold of God's strength. 
"When the ark was brought into the city of 
David, and the psalm was offered, '' All tIzb 
j>soj>zB SAID, Amek." What a glorious response ! 
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How mtist the hands of David have been up- 
held, and how must the joyfiilness of that occa- 
sion have been heightened by the universal 
Aken. On board that burning <' Amazon/' 
all pray, all are in earnest. The Captain who 
is at his wits' end, the sailors who lower the 
boats, the mother, who with one hand clings 
to the raft, and with the other clasps her child, 
fill pray, "Lord, have mercy upon us !" You 
do not see one standing with stoical indifEerence 
here, and another yonder; you do not see one 
criticising the prayer of his fellow-sufEerers* 
and another questioning whether it is right to 
pray at all. 0, no ! whilst the waves yawn 
beneath, and the flames devour around, every 
sotd on board feels that he must pray ; and he 
does pray. 0, for the same earnestness in the 
house of God ! Then should we have " showert 



Instruction is another part of Divine ser- 
vice, for which a messenger is sent by Divine 
appointment, whose lips teach knowledge, and 
whose one desire is to present those to whom, 
he ministers ''perfect in CSVun&V.lw^'' ^xse^^ 

SI 



DEVOTION IN GOiyS HOUSB. 

xiow> when salyation is the themes the eoogse- 
godon will be all eye and all ear. Surely^ no:w^ 
no heart will wandery no eye will remain nn* 
fixed; but as when the waving com benda 
beneath the gentle breezes of the eyening, bo 
will that audience bend beneath those gentle 
teachings. But^isitsa? Let us enter the sacred 
edifice : the assembly have just resumed theit 
fbeatSy after hymning the praises of God| and ilie 
servant of God rises to deliver his message. So 
announces the text: ^^I am not ashamed of 
the Gbspel of Christ." The Gospel is the themes 
The good news is opened up, its truth and dii? 
vinity are established, its mysteries are disclosed^ 
its glories are unfolded, its potency is demoD/f 
strated. ThePreacher warms with his theme), 
and glories only in ** the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Look around: how uninteiv 
ested^ how uncharmed, are many of the hearerst 
There is the vacant gaze, and restlessness, 
together with the drowsy countenance; all 
•onspiring to impress you with the awfjid. fstct^ 
that ** the glorious gospel of the blessed God" 
ialiai^ heralded in vain. 
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!nie Minister weeps : he feek eUseoBraged ; 
md, by such repeated insults offered both to 
himself and to his message, is almost powerledi 
to prevent the rising tide of indifference from 
setting in upon his own soul. The Holy Ghost 
is grieved. Often has He hovered over that 
pulpit, aad pointed to aa inscription on it, 
"Take heed how ye hear ;" and still He points. 
Often has He sharpened the sword wielded by 
the Minister, and shed imction upon his minis- 
trations; and He does so still : but His appeals 
have been so repeatedly resisted by the crimi- 
nal indifference of the hearers, that He is just 
departing, and ready io write upon the sinner's 
pew, "Ephraim is joined to idols, let him 
alone." 

The effect upon the hearer himself is fatal. 
Feeling no interest in what is declared from 
the pulpit, he fails to understand it; and, 
therefore, to remember it; and therefore, to 
practise it. His pride is unhumbled, his will 
is unsubdued, his sins are unpardoned, his 
heart is unchanged, and the wrath of GsA. 
abideth on him. Strangely fum^^ ^^RSStL ^s^^- 
83 
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gious truths, and ordinances, and Ministers, he 
is as strangely unacquainted with all that is 
saving in them. Fluent in the social cirde 
when evangelical truth is the theme, or eccle^ 
siastical polity the subject; eloquent in his 
advocacy of the Bible, Missionary, or School 
Society, he is nevertheless dumb at the family 
'altar, seldom seen at the Lord's table, and often 
absent irom class. 

Look at the effect of this evil upon the con- 
gregation. A Minister some time ago had an 
engagement to preach to an old-established 
congregation, for the first time. On his arrival, 
he found a numerous and somewhat respectable 
audience. The message of mercy was delivered, 
the benediction was pronounced, and the Min- 
ister left the chapel accompanied by an aged 
Christian connected with a neighbouring churchy 
of whom some inquiries were made respecting 
the past history and present state of the church 
and congregation which had just dispersed. 
From the answers given, the following facta 
were elicited,' namely, that the congregation 
Jbsd far years been good, the contributions to 
84 
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the several funds of the body to which it be- 
longed had been respectable ; " But," said the 
aged Christian, with painful emphasis, " there 
has not been a single conversion amongst that 
people for fifteen years." 

'' There is a line, by iu unseen, 
That crosses every path ; 
The hidden boundary between 
God's patience and His wrath. 

*' To pass that limit is to die, 
To die, as if by stealth : 
It does not quench the beaming eye, 
Or fade the glow of health. 

*' But on that forehead God has set 
Indelibly a mark. 
Unseen by man ^ for man, as yet. 
Is blind, and in the dark. 

" He thinks, he feels, that all is well, 
And every fear is calm'd ; 
He LiYES, he dies, he wakes in hell, 
Not only doom'd, but damm'd. 

" ! where is this mysterious bourne, 
By which our path is cross'd ? 
Beyond which God Himself hath sworn, 
That he who goes is lost. 

" An answer from the skies is sent : 

' Te that from God depart. 

While it is call'd to-bx^ re^wit. 

And HARDEX KOT TOTJB.Umik^.'^' ** 

Ql ^^ 
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''Food, rainnent, dwelUnff, health, and fHendt, 
Thou. Lord, hast made our lot ; 
With Thee our bliss begins and ends, 
As we are Thine, or not/ 

** For these we bend the humble knee, 
Our grateful spirits bow ; 
Yet from Thy gifts we turn to Thee, 
Be Thou our portion. Thou." 

Jaubs Montgouebt. 

EvEiTBODT has read the " Cotter^s Saturday 
Night," which, if Bums had written nothing 
else, • wotild have made his name immortal. 
The poem opens with a description of "the 
toil-worn cotter" returning to his home on a 
dioftening winter's day. The weekly moil 
being at an end, the cattle, mired and weary, 
are retreating from the plough, and the "black- 
ening trains o'erows" are speeding away to 
the distant woodlands. The spade, the m^l- 
took, and the hoe are laid asiflLft> «sA ^^ ^^«^ 
2 • ^ 
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of the Scottish Sabbath is looked for hopefully. 
And now, rising in the distance over the 
moor, the lowly cot appears, sheltered by an 
aged tree. The children, "expectant wee 
things," are seen " wi' flitcherin noise an' glee," 
" todlin stachet through, to meet their dad." 
He reaches the house ; and there the cheer^ 
fire, ''blinkin bonnilie," and the dean hearth- 
stone, his thrifty wife's smile, and the lisping 
infant prattling on his knee, 

« Do a' his weary carking cares beguile, 
An, mak him quite forget hia labour andhia toil." 

Then, by and by, the elder " bairns" come 
dropping in, one after another, from the neigh« 
bouring farmers, in whose service they ace en- 
gaged. The brothers and sisters meet with 
joy imfeigned, and kindly inquire for each 
other's welfare, and severally relate what they 
have heard and seen. The mother " wi' her 
needle an' her sheers," is making old clothes 
look almost as well as new. The fiather mixes 
admonition. The young folks are warned to 
obey the command of t^e\x i&»»;^t 9nd miii* 
S8 
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tress, to mind their labours with a diKgent 
hand, '* to fear the Lord alway," to mind their 
duty in the morning and eyening, to implore 
His counsel and assistance ; and they are en- 
couraged to hope that they shall not seek His 
face in vain. 

The cheerful supper is next introduced, 
crowning the simple board: "the halesome 
parritch," and " the sowp their only hawkie 
does afford," the pure and simple meal of the 
Scottish peasantry, and worthy the notice of 
pampered stomachs burning with indigestion. 

But the following scene crowns the whole, 
in its matchless simplicity and beauly : — 

" The cheerfii' supper done," a wide circle is 
formed around the ingle, and seriousness in- 
stinctively spreads o'er every face. "The sire," 
laying aside his bonnet, carefolly turns over 
"the big ha' Bible," once the property and 
the pride of his father. He next selects a por- 
tion (psalm) with judicious care, and solemnly 
commences the evening service with, "Let us 
worship God;" when all unites \ic> ^«s^ ^^^ss: 

arUesa nofea to the wild. ^nrwVifiays^^^®^^^*^ ^"^ 
Q3 ^ 
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''Dundee," or ''Plaintive Martyrs," or "Noble 
Elgin ;" the sweetest lays of Scotia. 

" Compared with these, Italian trills are tame," 

and have no unison with the praise of our 
great Creator. 

The sacred page is next read by " the Priest- 
like father ;" and the portion is of " Abraham 
the friend of God," or Moses warring with 
Amalek's ungracious progeny, or " Job's pa- 
thetic plaint," or "rapt Isaiah's wild seraphio 
fire." 

** Perhaps the Christian Tolume is the theme, 
How guiltless blood for guilty man was shed ; 
How he, who bore in heaven the sacred name. 
Had not on earth whereon to lay His head.'* 

The Scriptures having been read, they kneel 
to " Heaven's Eternal King," while 

** The saint, the father, and the husband prays ; " 

and hope exultingly springs up in each mem- 
ber of that lovely circle, that they shall all 
meet again in future days ; 

" No more to sigh, or shed the bitter tear." 
WZa^ a delightful picture iB liexe^i^tb«iiVA^ 
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for our eye to gaze upon ! Atid who, we ask, 
can look steadily, upon it, and not discern its 
charms, and feel its earnest appeal to his judg- 
ment and his heart ? 

" Compared with this, how poor Religion's pride, 
In all the pomp of method and of art ; 
When men display to congregations wide, 
Devotion's every grace, except the heart ! " 

Do we Wonder that the great Chief of Israel'd 
armies should resolve that " his house should 
serve the Lord," or that a King should "return 
to bless his household?" The tenderest associa- 
tions are identified with the family altar. It 
is there the Christian father deepens the reproof 
or counsel he has given to his child. It is there 
he seeks to check the progress of corruption, 
and foster the early developments of grace. 
The family crosses and rods, as well as its tri- 
umphs and its joys, are all carried to that 
hallowed spot, and there "sanctified by the 
word of God and prayer." No new duty is 
entered upon, no old one is prosecuted, without 
a daily baptism at the family altar. It is 
there the father commends the diiLd. \/^ ^^^^ 
when he is leaving the poEeuXiai xool ^^ Vct^'^iSv. 
G4 "^^ 
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ihe untried paths of the world, and remembers 
him ever after, however distant. And the 
fuuily altar becomes the solace and the stay of 
the absent one, amid the bruises of the thorny 
path of life. And then when death stealthily 
approaches, and puts out one of the lights of 
their habitation, the family altar becomes the 
fountain whence wounded hearts can draw 
heavenly consolation; and "the valley of 
Achor," where the echo of the loved one's 
voice is heard. 

The altar in the family is Hke the compass 
in the ship, — its guide; Hke the sun in the hea- 
vens, — its light ; like a stream in the desert, — 
its solace ; like the lihgtning-rod to the build- 
ing, — ^ warding off all evil. It checks vices in 
the family, heals breaches in the house, cher- 
ishes domestic affections, sanctifies domestic 
bereavements, and when all else feils, and every 
comfort is withdrawn, and every endeared one 
is passed into eternity, it is the spot where the 
only surviving member may repose, and revel 
in the most interesting reminiscences, and 
luxunate in the most brilliant "pios^ect^, 

PS 



THE FAMILY ALTAE. 

So simple, so beautiful, so endeared by a 
thousand interesting associations, shall we 
venture to put this amongst our '^ neglected 
things ?" We fear we must, not indeed for the 
sake of malring a chapter, or fdling a page, but 
simply because it is in real life frequently 
slighted and neglected. 

We rejoice to be able to certify, as the result 
of careful observation in the walks of Christian 
life, that there are hundreds and thousands of 
godly families who conscientiously attend to this 
duty; but in others it is criminally set aside. 
Perhaps it is observed in the morning, and 
omitted in the evening; or neglected in the 
morning, and attended to in the evening. 

It has been said, that '' those families who 
pratfy do well ; those who read and pray, do 
better; but those who sing, and read, and pray, 
do best of all." In many cases, the reading of 
the Scriptures is omitted altogether. In other 
cases, some members of the family are over- 
looked in this duty. " Some mornings since," 
says a writer in the " Presbyterian A.dvo<».<fci* 
<'I was at the houBO o£ a ^erj ^ot^a^ ^sascD.^ 
05 ^"^ 
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whose wife was behind him in no proposal to 
do good. The family were called in ; hnsband> 
wife, children, and stranger; but no servants. 
I had read a portion of Scripture, and was 
leading in prayer, when I heard a rattling of 
knives and forks. As I knew all that belonged 
to the house, I could very easily tell why, and 
also by whom. The absence was not from any 
false pride, or shame to have the servants ap- 
pear in the dress in which the duties of the 
kitchen or house were performed, or any ob- 
jection; but simply sheer thoughtlessness. They 
did not think; which was supposed to be a 
sufficient excuse for neglecting it." 

Eeader, hast thou an altar in thy house? 
Perhaps thy father had ; and often didst thou 
bend the knee there. Perhaps thou hadst aa 
altar thyself, reared with thine own hands in 
brighter, better days; but those same hands 
have aided to break it down, and Gfod has 
written Ichasoi) upon the ruin. Make haste 
to repair it ; and ''blessed shall be the fruit of 
thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the 
£mt of thy (satfle, the increase oi %'tixi.e, «!A 
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the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy 
basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be 
when then comest in, and blessed shalt thou be 
when thou goest out." If, however, thou bend 
not the knee, nor lifb the eye, nor sing the 
hymn, nor read the chapter, nor oflfer the 
prayer, tremble. The " curse" pronounced on 
those nations and those families which call not 
upon God's name, hangeth oyer thee. 

Rowland Hill was once driven by a storm of 
rain into a village inn, and compelled to spend 
the night. When it grew late, the landlord 
sent a request by the waiter that the guest 
would go to bed. Mr. H. replied, "I have 
been waiting a long time, expecting to be 
called to family prayer." " Family prayer ! 
I don't know what you mean. Sir : we never 
have such things here." *' Indeed: then tell 
your master, I cannot go to bed until we have 
had family prayer." The waiter informed his 
master, who, in great consternation, bounced 
into tiie room occupied by the faithfal Minis- 
ter, and said, " Sir, I wish you woxsl^^*^ 
b^. J cannot go untiX X \sjk^^ ^fe^xw ^J^ *^^ 
9$ 
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lights out. I am so afraid of fire." " So am I," 
was the reply ! " but I hare been expecting to 
be simimoned to family prayer." " All veory 
good, Sir ; but it camiot be done at an inn." 
" Indeed ! then pray get me my horse. I can- 
not sleep in a house where there is no family 
prayer." The host preferred to dismiss his 
prejudice, rather than his guest, and said, " I 
have no objection to have prayer ; but I don't 
know how." '* Well, then, summon your peo- 
ple, and let us see what can be done." The 
landlord obeyed, and in a few minutes the 
astonished domestics were upon their knees, 
and the landlord called upon to pray. " Sir, 
I never prayed in my life. I don't know how.' ' 
•'Ask God to teach you," was the gentle reply. 
The landlord said, folding his hands, "God, 
teach us how to pray." " That is prayer, my 
friend," cried Mr. H., joyfully : " Go on." " I 
am sure I don't know what to say now. Sir." 
''Yes you do: God has taught you how to 
pray. Now thank him for it." " Thank you, 
God Almighty, for letting us pray to you !" 
^'Amen ! Amen !" ex(4aim.e^ Mi. "5.., waii 
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prayed himself. Two years afterwards, Mr. 
H. found in that small village a chapel aad a 
school, as the result of the ftrst effort of family 
prayer at the "Black Lion," 
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** Son, go work to-day in my vineyard." — Matt, 
xxi. 28. 

** But when He saw the multitudes. He was moved 
with compassion on them, because they udnted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then 
saith He unto His disciples. The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the labourers are few ; pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers 
into His harvest.— Matt. ix. 86--38. 

It is said that when Hugo Grotius was tread- 
ing the dark valley of the shadow of death, 
such were the abasing views he had of himself, 
that he expressed a wish that he could change 
conditions with John TJrick, a poor but devout 
man. His friends, seeking to administer con- 
solation, reminded him of his great industry 
and learned performances ; to which he replied 
with a sigh, " ^Teu ! vitam perdidi qperose 
n^MiagendoV ("Alas! I have squandered 
my life away laboriously in doing nothing.") 
How many of us have greater cause to -i^tfifisx 
iQuB charge at the bax of omx ^t^\€^^^^ 
99 
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Our Bolemn vocation, as "followers of 
Christ," reqxdres vigorous and untiring indus- 
try, as well as patient and unwavering con- 
fidence. Christianity is hot only a system of 
faith, but of practice. It invites us to rest; 
it also calls us to labour. It cries in the ears 
of the perishing, while it points to the blood- 
stained standard, '' Believe." It adds in lan- 
guage not less intelligible and forcible, " Faith 
without works is dead." He who accepts the 
sacred vocation under the impression that he 
will have no duties to perform, betrays igno- 
rance of the first principles of the Gospel. The 
kingdom of God is a vinei/ard; and there is 
hedging work, and planting work, and water- 
ing work, and pruning work. Or it is a building; 
and there is a foundation to be laid, walls to be 
raised, and a top-stone to be brought on. Or 
it is a sheep-fold; and sheep have to be gath- 
ered, and fed, and protected. And various 
agents and talents are needed for ^e succesfl- 
ful prosecution of the service of the King, 
ie himself said, "I must work the works of 
Mhn &ai sent me, while it is day. The night 
200 
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Cometh, when no man can work." And the 
baptized AposUes testify, ''^e are labourers 
together with Gpd.*^ For the efficient prosecu- 
tion of the high and merciful puiposes of tiie 
Kedeemer, there must not only be Tigorous, 
but combined and systematic action : for ''He 
gave some, Apostles. ; and acme, Prophets; and 
some, Eyaz^elists;; and some. Pastors and 
Teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, foir 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ." Gombiaed action is essen- 
tial to all great undertakings. ''tlnion is 
strength^" not only in science, in ppMcs, in 
commerce, and in warfare, but also in religion. 
A celebrated writer on zoology, speakiag of 
the half million of species supposed to exist 
either in a Hying or fossil state, says, ''At 
first sight it seems a hopeless taak for men to 
attain to the knowledge of such a multitude. 
But) though one man could do little of himself^ 
1(he combined exertions of many labourers at 
the same time, in yarioufi countries, may do 
much; and, as each generation transmits, by 
means of books, the know\eaL%<^Vci\^3M^^R«5sa^^ 
201 
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each successive generation starts inits researches 
from the yantage-ground gained by the labours 
of its predecessors." And so, looking at the 
countless myriads of redeemed bnt unsaved 
men, —their Satanic enmity, their blind preju- 
dices, the selfish and worldly influences by 
which they are spell-bound and hedged up, — 
it seems hopeless to attempt the realisation of 
the sublime purpose of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, seated at the Father's right hand, is ex- 
pecting " that His enemies be made His foot- 
stool;" but the combined efforts of many 
labourers, in different departments, possessing 
various talents, all working at the same time, 
and all influenced by that one Spirit who work- 
eth all in all, can do much. And, as each 
generation transmits to posterity the frait of 
its labours, (for " other men laboured, and ye 
are entered into their labours,") each successive 
generation starts in its toils from the vantage- 
ground gained by the labour of its predecessors; 
and we therefore exultingly predict the immor- 
tal empire of Christ, and the subjugation of 
the world to Him, 
102 
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When the first assault was made upon the 
great citadel of Satan at Jerusalem, on the day 
of Penticost, although its foundation had stood 
for ages, and its walls of more than granite 
were built according to the strongest principles 
of resistance known in the council of the Prince 
of darkness, those walls were shattered. And, 
whUe the foundations themselves gave way, the 
enemy surrendered, and three thousand of th© 
most bitter, and prejudiced, and determined 
foes of Christ were made His willing captives ; 
and thus a pledge was given for the ultimate 
and universal triumph of the Gospel. 

This is an age of action. The man who 
slumbers must submit to be outstripped by hi^ 
competitors, if he be not trampled under foot 
by them. This is an age when jnen are to be 
found in sufficient number, and with adequate 
qualifications, for any great enterprise that may 
be attempted. Australia opened its golden 
veins and invited immigration, and thousands 
upon thousands rushed forth to seize the prize, 
and found a colony that will bear aai vcss^-^Ssssi^ 
pari in the future hifttory oi >2t\a ^^-tV^^ ^^ 
HI ^^"^ 
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axubitious and powerful Sovereign menaces the 
peace of Europe, and therefore mnst be hnm- 
bled. Then eighty thousand men embark to 
defend the hononr of their country against the 
great oppressor. 

JBui the work of Ood languishes for want 
of help. All hail to the thousands of willing 
labourers in our churches! "Tour labour is 
not in rain in the Lord.'* "Therefore, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord." But we appeal to you to 
say, if the labour done in the church is equal 
to the demand. 

Go into your Committee-Meeting : there sits 
the Secretary unsustained by the presence of 
any of its members, and seriously thinking of 
resigning his office; so dispirited has he become 
by the habitual neglect of others. And, al- 
though the Committee is entrusted with the 
working of one of the most important schemes of 
the church, yet here the labour is not equal to 
the demand, — ^Visit that Leaders'-Meeting : 
the Minister ib in his place awaiting the airival 

cf the ZeadeiB. He has been couiucten^ Y^i3s5\aa 
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service, but they were not there. At length, 
two drop in, instead of ten ; or five, instead of 
forty. Class A is vacant, or class B ; but no 
one is found to fill up the vacancy, . And here, 
again, yon feel painfully that the labcmr is noi 
equal to the- demand. — ^Visit that Sunday- 
school : (perhaps the most popular institution 
of tho day :) who are its teachers? Two or three 
old disciples, and inexperienced youths who 
have been just admitted, perhaps prematurely, 
to fill up vacancies. Here, again, you exclaim. 
The lahour is not equal to the demand. And 
so we might go on. 

If we ask the reason, it cannot be said that 
there is not material in the church. Where there 
is talent for prosecuting the learned professions 
with success, or building and working a manu- 
factory, or conducting a thriving trade, there 
must betalent for the work of the church. Where 
there is talent for manufactunng beautiful fa- 
brics, conducting an extensive business, orpursu- 
ing eminence in the fine arts, there must be talent 
for serving on Committees, leading ^iXsysBs^^^ 
teaching in and conducVm^ ^\xEL^«^-^a^&ft^^^ ^ 
H2 ^^ 
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distributing tracts. This talent we ask : we 
want it to be fully consecrated to the work of 
the church. 

Chttech Members, we ask you to leave your 
mills, your counting-houses, ypur shops, and 
come up to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. "You cannot come?" Why? Can 
you find time to be afflicted ? or can ycufind 
time to die ? Perhaps you " feel extremely de- 
sirous that church-institutions should be sus- 
tained amply and vigorously, and that the 
aggressive principle should be fully carried out," 
and " you will freely give your subscription 
for that purpose ; but your services really can- 
not be spared from your business, so numerous 
are its engagements, so pressing are its daimjs, 
and so imperative its demands." But, we ask, 
of what avail are funds, if you have not agents 
to work out the plans that funds are intended 
to sustain ? Your Ministers cannot do it alone. 
Of what avail would be your Admirals and 
Officers without the working-men of the fleets ? 
The granite walls of the enemy's forts would 
jtiiow de£ance to their courage wed ^Saea ^kC^^ 
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and 'so Ministers and others engaged in the 
work of the Lord are comparatively powerless 
without your assistance. 

Amongst the many beautiful pictures in the 
ever-beautifiil life of the " Crucified One," few 
are more touching than one recorded in the 
fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. Mark. The scene is Bethany, the village 
so often honoured by the presence of the Prince 
of the Kings of the earth. In the house of one Si- 
mon a leper, the Saviour sat at meat. There came 
in a woman having an alabaster-box of very 
precious ointment, and she poured its odoriferous 
contents upon His sacred head, and the house 
became fragrant with perfume. Mark the re- 
sidt! He who passed no eulogy upon Caesar 
for his bravery, or Hector for his valour, or 
Homer for his Hiad, said of this poor woman, 
"She hath done what she could.'' Said 
one, " I am not ambitious to have a rich mau- 
soleum when I am dead, a stately sepulchre, 
or a beautiful urn, or a name engraven in brass 
or marble, but a Httle stone to cover me, wlthL 
this epitaph| — 'Hs HAiH.iWis^'yraKS.'ss^CiSs^svsi* 
H3 ^^"^ 
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"Philosophy," said the good and great 
Richard "Watson, '* asks a reason for the offer- 
ing of prayer, and, waiting for an answer, 
never prays at all. Beligion hears that God 
will be inquired of by us, thankfully bends the 
knee, touches the golden sceptre, and bears 
away the blessing." An apology for prayer is 
neither needed nor attempted here, as we write 
for those who admit its adaptation to man's ut- 
ter dependency, and perhaps who pray them- 
selves. We ask no other reason for calling 
upon the name of the Lord; than the single 
command of our great Prophet: "But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father, 
which seeth in aectet, ^'e2^ x^-^^as^ ^^'^ 
openly." This ia out au^^OT^^^^^^^^^^ 
H4 ^''^ 
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PRIVATE PRAYEE. 

for private prayer ; sitting, as it does, like a I 

jewel on the bosom of that all-perfect body of 
divinity, the Sermon on the Mount. Prayer is 
to be made in the house of God, at the family 
altar, and in the closet. Each of these lays 
claim to advantages peculiarly its own; and 
perhaps it would be difficult to determine which 
would bear away the palm, if subjected to a 
rigid comparison. 

With David, we have "loved the habitation 
of God's house," aud freely confess a high ad- 
miration of his enthusiastic love to public prayer. 
We honour the man who can climb to the 
highest pinnacle of earth, and, having his eye 
armed vrith telescopic power by faith, can pierce 
the heavens, that upper world of glory, and 
gaze with intelligent and adoring rapture upon 
the magnitude, order, beauty, and lustre of 
the works of God's fingers ; but we honour him 
the more because, having had his desire to aee 
God whetted like that of Bacon in Nature's 
temple, he can then descend its steps, that he 
may ascend the *' hill of the Lord," and "be- 
Itold the beauty ot the liord" as it dunea fecBi 
^rm '' between the oheruWm.'' U^ 



PRIVATE PRAYER. 

As we haye already shown, the family altar 
commands our high attachment, associated as 
it is with our dearest memories.* 

The closet, however possesses its own high 

and separate claims ; which for a moment we 

consider. There is its hallowed privacy. No 

eye but One can penetrate tlie walls of that 

Bethel: no ear but One can listen to those 

groans unutterable. The world, the outer world 

of noise and show, of pleasure, of fashion, of 

trade, of politics, is all excluded. Here is no 

war-cry, no parliamentary debate, no trading 

speculation: all are shut out. Here is no 

" hurrying strife," nor 

** Nois^r burst of selfish love, 

Wmch swells tiie formal song !" 

but, drawing around her a veil impenetrable to 
the world, the soul, like Moses with unshod 
foot, draws near to God, and there, prostrate, 
pays her profoundest adoration, confesses her 
most secret sins, pours forth the deepest feel- 
ings of a grateful heart in holy incense of 

* See " Fama? Mtwc," ^,%n. 
H5 ^^ 



PRIVATE PRAYER. 

thanksgiying ; and, having taken the Name { 

which can alone prevail, adds petition to peti- 
tion, and intercession to intercession, until the 
heavens are opened, and an answer of peace 
descends, with a flood of glory, to hless the 
worshipper. Men do not become giants all at 
once : ordinarily they must be trained for great 
and noble action. Go to the Senate, listen to 
that peerless amongst the Peers. How his 
eloquence fixes all eyes, fastens all ears; and, 
like an overwhelming torrent, carries convic- 
tion with him. Whence hath this man this 
power? Doubtless he is highly gifted by na- 
ture ; but if you would find the secret of his 
success, you must follow him to his study, 
where he trains and disciplines his powers, and 
thence issues forth to take his lofty flights, and 
carry his important measures. So it is in the 
closet that the Christian gathers strength for 
the duties of the Christian life. Here the ora- 
tors of the church prepare to declare the whole ) 
counsel of Ood; here the martyrs of the \ 
^nrch prepare to bleed ; and here the humble 1 
cJ^d of Ood 18 prepared to «hxnft Vn ^ tbA 
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walks of life, to fight all the battles of life, and 
to surmount all the difficulties of life. Coming 
out of his closet, he is like the sun when he 
goeth forth in his strength. For 

" Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees." 

Whence came thy mysterious name, Israel, 
Prince of God? "At Peniel, where having 
forwarded [the women and the children, the 
flocks, the herds, and the camels, to appease 
Esau, I wrestled all night in secret." Whence 
came thy heroism, Daniel, by.yhich thou 
didst brave the ferocity of lions? "In my 
chamber, whose lattice opened towards Jerusa- 
lem.'' Ye confessors and martyrs, whence 
came your great power ? With united breath 
they cry, " We entered our closet, and prayed 
to our Father, which seeth in secret; and we 
are rewarded openly." 

AcLosetless piety is a feeble piety. lake 
the Qiinese foot, it is cramped and unnatural; 
like the painted flower, although ingenious and 
pretty, itisdestituteof the freshness and tcA.- 
glance of God's own liaBily-^oTW. AN. Ss^ "s^s^. 
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PRIVATE PRAYER. 

the flower of God. A closetless piety is a very- 
Blender thing. It cannot see far, for its eye is 
dim ; it cannot grasp tightly, for its hand is 
weak ; it cannot speak much, for its voice is 
feeble ; it cannot labour much, for its strength 
is small. This dwarfish thing does little for 
the church, or for the world, or for Christ ; and 
when a church is made up of such dwarfs, what 
must be the influence, the efforts, the prospects 
of that church ? 

"We do not presume to determine the number 
of times a Christian ought to retire within the 
sanctuary of the closet. "We have read of a 
royal Monarch, who, amidst the multifarious 
and anxious engagements of a troubled king- 
dom, resolved thus : " Evening, and morning, 
and at noon, will I pray and cry aloud ; and 
He shall hear my voice.'* And, as though this 
were not sufficient, on another occasion he 
forms the holy resolve : " Seven times a day 
will I praise Thee, because of Thy righteous 
judgments." We have also read of a Prince 
President at the Court of Babylon, who, not- 
witbstanding be was the object oi Cwxtt m- 

114 
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trigue, envy, and malice, "went into his house, 
and his windows being open in his chamber 
towards Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks 
before his God/' "Washington was accustomed 
to retire to the woods on all cases of emergency, 
to seek direction from God. A little Hottentot 
girl was seen very often to retire behind the 
bush: the Missionary asked her the reason; 
the reply was, " I go to pray. Sir./ We our- 
selves recollect a sainted man, who is now with 
the " hundred and forty and four thousand," 
who was accustomed habitually, on rising from 
his meals, to retire to his chamber, that, after 
supplying the wants of the body, he might 
strengthen his soul with angels' food. While, 
therefore, we cannot determine the number of 
times this solemn duty should be observed, we 
venture to point to the above examples as wor- 
thy of imitation, and also to suggest the im- 
portance of fixed times for prayer. " Any 
time is no time." "Want of system, and want 
of punctuality, not only produce confusion, but 
not unfrequently lead on \o VAa)LTi<e^^^^»^ *^^^ 
lis 
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v^, rpdj oil wlmk we are anxioua to tlirow a 
tp];c]^ of flaiue. 

"Bftit how djo you know tiiat private prayer 
is neglected ? The closet is sacred ground ; and 
djo one caa enter it but its sole proprietor, ex- 
cept as a spy, or a busy-body in otker men's 
nwittei:^: youtave no right to judge in this 
matter." Pear reader, we feel some force in 
this objection; and deny that we- have any 
desire to intrude, int^ the sacred domain of 
pCLvate. devotion, or to sit in judgment upon 
ou^ brother. But if a feeble piety is a true 
index ; if a neglected Sabbath, Bible, prayer- 
meetizig, dass^meeting, be any evidence of a 
n^^cted closet, such evidence abGund9 around 
U0; and the one btb, that has the right to 
penetrate the waUs of all closets in the uni- 
verse, witnesses an awful neglect of this ap- 
pointed duty. 

The first cpnverts to the truth in AMoa 

were, exemplary for thdr punctuality and zeal 

in private d^votion. They had na chambers to 

go. to, but each had h^s separate spot in the 

Jwagle, where he was want to t^omxsLune with 
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God. The several paths to these little Bethels 
became distinctly marked ; and when any one 
of them began to decline in the ways of God, it 
soon became manifest to the others, and they 
would kindly remind him of his duty by saying, 
" Brother, de grass grow on your path yonder." 
We dose this paper by affectionately asking the 
question, ''Brother, does the grass grow on 
thy path?" 
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1 %uml m tjie iljurrlr, 

DESCBIBED AND ANTICIPATED, 

A BEVivAL of religion. Where shall we 
look for it? It must be either human or Divine. 
Man can do much, but he cannot make a reyi- 
val of religion. It must, therefore, be Divine. 
Hence the old Hebrew Prophet, who saw " the 
Holy One come from Paran," on hearing His 
voice, trembled, and cried, "0 Lord, revive 
thy work !" Yes, it is the work of the Lord : 
it bears the divine finger-marks and foot-prints. 
*' Mystery P^ — Say you. Mystery ? If you 
walk amidst the works and wonders of creation, 
you everywhere see this mark inscribed with 
God's own finger, — upon the globe and the 
globule, on the ponderous orb, and the minu- 
test grain. Do you turn to Providence ? you 
are constrained to sing, with Cowper, — 

" God moTes in a m7«tmo\»'««? , 

His wondexB to petioim.;* 
719 



A REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH. 

Think of redemption ; and, as its sublime and 

glorious truths pass before you, you confess, 

" Without controversy, great is the mystery of 

godliness : God was manifest in the flesh, jus- 

tifled in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 

unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 

received up into glory." 

This distinguishing mark of a work of God 

is stamped upon the revival of religion in a 

neighbourhood: in the agents employed, in 

the persons benefited, in the course it takes, in 

the means it favours. There may be some 

things in it irreconcilable with your sense of 

order. But will you deny its divinity on this 

account? 

" Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in yain ; 
God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain." 

Variety is a footprint of Deity. Amongst 
the myriads of stars that cluster over yoni^ 
head, or swim beneath your feet, try to disco- 
ver two that are in all respects counterparts of 
each other; and if you succeed, you will 
astonish all astronomers. Ox «Q8X^ i^x W^ 
130 
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A REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH. 

flowers exactly alike ; and, firiding them, you 
will surprise the botanist. Or, examine the 
features of the myriads of countenances around 
you, for the purpose of descrying a perfect du- 
plicate of your own ; and if success crown your 
effort, you will confound all philosophers. But 
perfect imiformity is not characteristic of the 
works of God. And in a revival there is end- 
less diversity. There is Lydia, sitting by the 
river-side : it is the Sabbath-day, and the hour 
of prayer. The dew descends gently upon her 
heart, as upon the brow of Hermon. There is 
no storm nor tempest, but the dew of heaven 
is effectual. Lydia is converted. There is the 
jailer. He has examined the bolts and bars of 
his castle, gone his last round, and secured the 
prisoners. He is startled at midnight; the 
gates tremble, the chains rattle, the very foun- 
dations of the prison groan ; alarm is depicted 
on all faces, and fear Alls all hearts, save two. 
The jailer is won to Christ. There is the 
eunuch. He is returning from Jerusalem in 
his chariot. He is reading Isaiah. Philip joins, 
himself to the chariot, is co\ii^Q>a^ \ss:r4i^^ 
II ^^-^ 



A REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH. 

into it, preaches Jesus, and the eunuch becomes 
a believer in Him. Then there is Saul of Tar- 
sus, pouring forth floods of malice, as Etna or 
Vesuvius belches liquid flame. A light above 
meridian splendour blinds the eyes of his body, 
and opens the eyes of his soul ; and with the 
light a voice, — "Saul, Said, why persecutest 
thou Me?'' And, lo! "Saul is among the 
Prophets." Let not Lydia complaiu of the 
jailer, though he is more excited than she. 
Let not the jailer complain of Lydia, although 
she is more quiet. God is alike in the dew and 
in the earthquake, in Isaiha's rapture and in 
the vision of Saul. 

Benevolence f too, marks the works of God, 
" His tender mercies are over all His works.*' 
You have seen the face of nature after a long 
drought. The grass withereth, the flower fa- 
deth. The groimd yawns beneath your feet. 
The air is red and fiery. The trees of the field 
are drooping, and the universal stillness is in- 
tolerable. But, lo ! a cloud arises ; then the 
drops descend, and finally the teeming shower; 
and then the barren mountain "Buta cmit&^coea 
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A EEVIVAL IN THE CHUECH. 

mantle, "the valleys are covered over with 
com," and the very "trees of the field clap 
their hands" for joy. So the church during a 
drought. There is no dew upon Hermon, nor 
upon Gilboa. The garden of the Lord is waste. 
The men of Zion look wistfully and complain- 
ingly at each other. The field of the church is 
barren, and its atmosphere, instead of being 
genial and fruitful, is dry and lurid. But, lo ! 
waters break out "in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; and the parched ground" 
becomes "a pool, and the thirsty land springs 
of water." Then does "the desert rejoice and 
blossom as the rose ;" it blossoms abundantly, 
and rejoices "even with joy and singing." 
Then to the church is given the glory of Leba- 
non, and the excellency of Carmel and Sharon. 
A revival is beneficial to society. Legisla- 
tion, rightly directed, has relieved this king- 
dom of many burdens, while education has 
contributed to the happiness of the coimnunity; 
but a revival of religion does more than either 
the one or the other in promoting the general 
weal. It brings Lazarus oul oi ^^ ^^^'i^ "ss:^^ 
1$ ^^-^ 
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his restoration fills the family with joy. Our 
Marthas and Marys rejoice over Lazarus re- 
vived. The mists of infidelity are dispelled. 
The specious pretences of formalism are explo- 
ded. Intense worldliness becomes intenser 
spirituality. The frozen charities of the heart 
are thawed, and gush forth freely. Public 
attention, which before was devoted wholly to 
trade, commerce, and politics, to the detriment 
of religion, is now recalled, and directed to the 
momentous questions of eternity. Listen to 
Jonathan Edwards's account of a revival. " A 
great and earnest concern about the things of 
God ran through all parts of the town, and the 
noise amongst the dry bones waxed louder and 
louder. All talk but of eternal things was laid 
aside. The conversation in all companies (un- 
less so far as was necessary for the carrying on 
of worldly business) was wholly upon religion. 
The minds of the people were strangely taken 
off from the world; it was treated as a thing of 
very little importances^ ** The town seemed 
to be full of the presence of God. It never was 
BO full of love and joy, nor yet oi ^^^xce*'^, «a^\t 
124 
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was then. Our public assemblies were beauti- 
ful." Surely *' this is the finger of God." 

A revival of religion, —can we promote it? 
Can such worms promote the work of Omnipo- 
tence ? We answer, that they can. It was to 
the ** son of man" that God said, " I have set 
thee a watchman to the house of Israel." The 
great commission was entrusted to men ; and 
to men it was said, *' Ye are the light of the 
world, — ye are the salt of the earth." There 
is a sense in which the salvation of our fellow- 
men is put into our hands. There is nothing 
strictly miraculous in a revival of religion, be- 
cause it is in the order of Divine government. 
Within our reach are all the light, all the 
means, and aU the power necessary to promote 
it ; and we have only, by prayer and faith, to 
bring this light into the proper focus, and claim 
the power which will act on the means em- 
ployed, and move the world. 

Once again we ask. Have we fostered a 
revival of religion ? Have we the true revival 
spirit which breathes in Habakkuk'a ^T:a.^^^t, 
moves If ehemiah'B tioi^e\, -w^e^ m"^et^Tssis&5^^ 
13 ^'^ 
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plaint, lifts up its voice in Jolm the Baptist's 
preaching ; which was the source and the glory 
of the greatness of a Luther, a Wesley, a 
Bramwell, and a Smith ? Without it, the sun's 
clearness, the moon's fairness, the terror of the 
hannercd army, arc wanting in the church. 
Without it, we are dwarfish, not gigantic; 
cowardly, not courageous ; mean, not manly ; 
fickle not firm ; transient, not steady ; power- 
less, not mighty. The chariot-wheels have 
been impeded by envy, strife, debate, covetous- 
ness, sloth, worldliness, cold formality, and 
worldly conformity. The spirit of the world 
has triumphed over the spirit of religion. 
While men debated, they thought less about 
the salvation of souls tban about trade, com- 
merce, politics, and the war. But is the arm 
of the Lord shortened, that it cannot save ? Is 
His ear heavy, that it cannot hear ? Hath Gkxi 
forgotten to be gracious ? Just as well might 
we ask, Has Omnipotence ceased to be omni- 
potent, or Immutability become mutable ? Ah, 
no ? Gk)d can save, and waits to save. He 
can hear, and He waits to heax. He can b« 
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gracious, and He waits to be gracious. Then 
rejoice, ye dispirited Ministers ! shout"for joy, 
ye downcast lovers of Zion ! for the Lord will 
turn back the captivity of Zion ; Jacob shall 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

A voice has called us to revival-work. 
Thousands of sermons have been preached, and 
tens of thousands of prayers have ascended to 
heaven. The breath firom the four winds is 
passing over the bones. " There is the sound 
of abundance of rain," and there shall be 
" showers of blessing." 

The flame is just enkindled. Come and fan 
it ! Christian merchants on the exchange, man- 
ufacturers in your mills, tradesmen in your 
shops, working men at the spindle, and the 
loom, and the plough, come and fan the flame I 
To win a soul is a nobler exploit than to win a 
victory on the battle-fleld, or to make a for- 
tune in the shop, or to gain a name in the 
scientific or literary world. "He that win- 
neth souls is wise." Come and fan the flame. 
Love to souls demands it, for they are perish- 
ing by thousands j love to Ziona. ^ctDk3ssl^^^.^ ^^"^ 
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she is languishing and humbled ; love to ChiiBt 
demands it; that He may see the travail of His 
soul; and be satisfied. 

And Christian patriotism pleads for it. Think 
of the land of your birth, the land of the Ee- 
formers; winking, bending, crouching to the 
murderers of your Pidleys and Latimers ; the 
land of Baxter, and Howe, and StUlingfleet, 
and Wesley, succimibing to infidelity ! Think 
of our colonies, and of our Missions. If Protest- 
antism and England should quail before their 
enemies, what is to become of the world ? O, 
then, we say to every lover of souls, of Zion, 
of Christ, of his country, of the world, Come 
and fan the flame that is just now enkindled ; 
for in that flame lives the salvation of the 
church, and the salvation of the world. "For- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord." ITo ! no ! it cannot be in 
vain. We shall succeed. The world is Christ's. 
"He shall have dominion from sea to sea.*' 
" The Kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall 
bring presents : the Kings of Sheba and Seba 
Bball offer gifta. Yea, all Kings shall fail 
128 
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down before HimP What a glorious promise, 
and what a scene shall be unfolded in its ful- 
filment! "When a Czar of Eussia shall join 
hands with an Emperor of Austria, and when 
Prussia and Prance shall help to bring in the 
Sultan to the obedience of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to unseat the Pope, and when all 
the lesser Princes of Europe shall unite with 
our own Sovereign in doing homage to the 
" Prince of the Kings of the earth," then shall 
" all nations serve Him." 

Your labour is not in vain. Por "the word 
of the Lord liveth and abideth for ever." Lord 
Lindsay states that in the course of his wan- 
derings in the pyramids of Egypt, he stumbled 
on a mummy proved by its hieroglyphics to 
be two thousand years old. In examining the 
mummy, he found in one of its closed hands a 
tuberous or bulbous root. He was interested 
in the question how long vegetable life could 
last ; and he therefore took that tuberous root 
&om the mummy's hand, planted it in a sunny 
soil, allowed the rains and dews of heaven to 
descend upon it; and in the course of a week, 
16 via 
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to his astonishment and joy, the root bxirst 
forth, and it soon bloomed into a beautiful 
dahlia. The word of the Lord liveth. It pos- 
sesses a vitality surpassing that of vegetation. 
"The grass witherethj" but the word of the 
Lord abideth for ever." And the seed which 
has been sown broadcast, and fallen into thou- 
sands of hearts, only waits the meridian rays 
of God's favour and influence, and a glorious 
harvest will spring up. "The hatchet may 
cleave the iceberg, the sun only can melt it." 
" Paul may plant, ApoUos water ; God only 
can give the increase." 

Once again, we repeat, your labour is not in 
vain. Come and fan the flame, 

" There is a fount about to stream, 

There is a light about to beam , | 

There is a warmth about to glow, 

There is a flower about to blow ; 
There is a midnight darkness changing into grey : 
Men of thought and men of action, clear the way. 

" Aid the dawning, tongue and pen ; 
Aid it, hopes of pious men ; 
Aid it, paper ; aid it, type : 
Aid it, for the hour is ripe : 
Our earnest vigour must not slacken into play : 
3fenofprayer andmenofactlon^LEAD the wat." 
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A NEW YEAR'S MEDITATION. 

** All promise is poor dilatory man, 
And that through every stage : when young indeed, 
In full content, we sometimes nobly rest, 
Unanxious for ourselves ; and only wish. 
As duteous sons, our fathers wore more wise. 
At thirty man suspects himself a fool ; 
Knows it at forty, and reforms his plan. 
At fifty chides his infamous delay. 
Pushes his prudent purpose to resolve, 
In all the magnanimity of thought. 
Resolves, and re-resolves, then dies thp same." 

Mt study was on the second floor, the win- 
dow of which overlooked the great western 
road which stretches from Exeter to Plymouth, 
through the beautiful scenery of South Devon. 
It was in the days of coaches that the event 
oceuired of which we write. The steam whistle 
had not riven the air of those lovely valleys, 
nor had the steam-horse terrified the imfamiliar 
natives by his firightM snortings ; but cK^^\^<»i 
in ^7 colours, with crack. TNfVa^> «cA^^sc5^<^- 
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"WE'RE BEHIND TIME." 

manly-looking guards, which travelled at the 
rate of ten miles per hour, were the means of 
public transit offered to His Majesty's liege 
subjects in those days. 

Like the steam-horses of more modem times, 
those old stages bore very significant names ; 
amongst which were, I well remember, the 
"Estafette,*' the ''Telegraph," and the "Non- 
pareil." This I^onpareil could boast of an 
amusing and clever guard, who, by the music 
of his key-bugle and his ready wit, made him- 
self very agreeable to the passengers who pa- 
tronized his coach, and also to the inhabitants 
of the towns and villages through which he 
made his daily passage. On one occasion the 
Nonpareil had halted on its journey for the 
change of horses, just opposite to my window ; 
and I was attracted to it by the clatter atten- 
dant upon that operation. The horses were all 
fairly adjusted, the coachman had seated him- 
self on his box, the leaders were pawing with 
their fore feet, as if impatient of .delay j when, 
on a sudden, the guard ran out, and, eyeing his 
watch, suddenly exclaimed, ^^We^re behind 
132 
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time / Make haste, gentlemen" In an instant 
there was a rush to the seats ; crack went the 
whip, the horses' hoofs clattered, the wheels 
rumbled on the pavement, and the Nonpariel 
was soon out of sight and hearing. But for 
some time I stood riveted to the spot, as by 
some supernatural influence ; and the words, 
*' We're behind tiine," echoed on my ear long 
after the guard's horn had melted away in the 
distance. " Behind tinted I felt as though 
I had been disturbed in a profound slumber by 
something very startling, and a number of per- 
sons and scenes rushed before my vision, in 
illustration of the guard's rallying- word, ^^ Be- 
hind time," 

A school-boy with his satchel passed, panting 
for breath, and sobbing at intervals ; for he 
had been crying. He had lain too long in bed, 
and was too late for school. He was ^^ behind 
timer 

I then saw a youth, pensive and sad, return- 
ing to his home which he had left in the morn- 
ing joyously. I asked him the cause of his. 
Borrow. He replied, ** 1 \iw?^ \^^^is^ V^ ^^'^ ''^ 
133 



'* WE'RE BEHIND TIME." 

lucrative situation, which ' The Times' paper 
announced this morning; but I was behind 
time at the office. Another had stepped in 
before me/* 

Scarcely had he passed, when I espied 
amongst the crowd a man of respectable attire, 
who had reached the meridian of life's day. 
His countenance bespoke intelligence and ca- 
pacity to accomplish something great; but he 
was dissatisfied with the slow process of rising 
by degrees, and had been waiting in the expec- 
tation that some golden opportunity would 
open up, in which he might display his talents, 
and seize the coveted prize of distinction and 
honour. Eut it had never come ; and he was 
" behind timey 

There was another man '* behind ftm^," be- 
cause he did not consider the rapidity of its 
flight. He took no accoimt of it. It rushed 
on and on towards the ocean of eternity, but 
he marked it not. He was like the traveller 
in an express train, who is carried on with a 
velocity which prevents him from gathering a 
correct idea of the scenes toow;^ ^loiQiV^ he 
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passes; and although trees, and hedges, and 
churches, and houses, and parks, and mansions, 
and aU the other features of English scenery, 
have adorned the path of the modem traveller, 
he can give no account of them. So the iu- 
considerate man, who now attracted my atten- 
tion, had passed through fifty years, of fifty- 
two Lord's days and three hundred and thirteen 
working days each ; but he could give, alas ! 
no account of them. 

My attention next fell on a man who was 
sauntering along the street with a perfect air 
of indifierence ; as though Hfe passed smoothly 
with him. His countenance was good-natured 
enough, and he was well enough respected in 
his neighbourhood as a thorough easy-going 
man ; but he had acquired the habit of putting 
off until to-morrow what might be done to-day. 
He has a letter to answer ; but it can be done 
before post-time to-morrow. He has a bill to 
pay ; but to-morrow will do just as well as to- 
day. There is a friend to call upon : but he 
can make the call on the morrow. Ajcl^ "*ij^ 
habit has grown upon \sm. \5i^S^*^^35^ '^^ "^ 
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whole pile of letters to answer, a whole file of 
bills unpaid, and a host of Mends grieved 
through the neglect resulting rather fix)m indo- 
lence than a cold heart. He is ** behind time** 

I now beheld an artist seated in his studio. 
By his side was a broken statue. His counte- 
nance bespoke great consciousness of neglect 
and disappointment. He had laboured for 
years at a splendid painting, which he confi- 
dently anticipated would repay all his toil and 
skill ; but when it was exhibited to the public 
eye, the vulgar taste rejected it. The hopes 
of anxious years were dashed ; and now, un- 
nerved, he is too disgusted to make another at- 
tempt. He is " behind timeP 

Scarcely had I turned away from this object^ 
than I saw the death-bed of one who for yeaxs 
had occupied a seat in the house of God. She 
had attended the ministry of God's house with 
marked regularity ; knew the way of salvation 
in theory ; had an undefinable pleasure in at- 
tending upon the ordinances of religion ; and 
had contributed in support of religious institu- 
tiona, a$ well as assisted in ^roikin^ out those 
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important auxiliaries of the church. But she 
was not a member of the church, although she 
intended to be ; nor had she ever repented of 
her sins, although she had often purposed to 
do so. Sickness seizes upon her, and death 
follows in its train. It is Sunday morning. 
The Minister has been preaching to his people. 
A messenger awaits him, with an earnest re- 
quest to visit a hearer who is dying. He 
hastens to the room ; but only just in time to 
hear her say, " 0, Sir ! you are too late ! you 
are too late !" which meant that she herself 
was " behind iimeJ* 



** Don't tell me of to-morrow ; 

There is much to do to-day, 
That never can be accomplished 

If we throw the hours away. 
Every moment has its duty : 

Who the future can foretell ? 
Then why defer until to-morrow 

What to-day can do as weU ? 

" Don't tell me of to-morrow I 

If we look upon the past, 
How much that we have left to do, 

We cannot do at last I 
To-day, it is the only time 

For all in this fnul earth : 
It takes an age to form a lit« \ 

A moment gW«A vt^na^C^'* 
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